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ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS: 
MODERN ICONOCLASTS? 


Orthodox Christians are knowledgeable about the 
period of iconoclasm. Each year, we gather on the first 
Sunday of the Great Paschal Fast to celebrate the resto- 
ration of icons in the public life of the Church. Clergy 
and faithful carry holy images in processions and we 
anathematize those who reject the teaching of the Church 
concerning holy images as stated by Saint John of Dam- 
ascus. 

The origin of iconoclasm or the policy of de- 
stroying icons, goes back to the early sects who 
refused to accept the teachings of the Council of 
Nicaea in 325. To them, the Christ was a mere 
creature who was adopted by God. The principle 
of their theology was that there is a conflict be- 
tween matter and spirit: the first is evil, the second 
good. Therefore, the Incarnation (Jesus born in the 
flesh of the Virgin Mary) was not understandable 
to them. 

When the Moslems found themselves in the 
majority, they pressured the Christians who vener- 
ated icons to destroy them. The Emperor Leo 
III...was mistaken about his theological views on 
the Incarnation and he, too, was anxious to rid the 
Church of “materialism.” He also had political 
reasons for wishing to suppress the veneration of 
icons so that he could employ those heretical east- 
ern provinces (of the Roman Empire), and at the 
same time he hoped to pacify the Moslem and 
Jewish elements within the empire. 

The campaign against icons in the eighth cen- 
tury was very systematic and violent. From 754 to 
843, the campaign against icons continued. The 
Holy Fathers of the Church, meeting in Nicaea 
stated: ‘The icon is to be venerated and honored 
but not worshiped. Worship is reserved to Him 
Who is the subject of faith, God Who is Divine 
Nature. There is nothing inherent in the wood or 
the stone which is honored; it is rather the person 
represented who is revered through the image rep- 
resented.’ (Holy Icons, ROEA Press, 1989) 
Through the centuries, icons have been relatively 

limited because they were hand-painted or fashioned. In 
the last one hundred years and more, however, due to 
the possibility of mass production of paper imaging, 
prints of icons have been made available in numberless 
copies. Today, Church institutions, profit-making cor- 
porations and parishes all produce images on letter- 
heads, bulletins, advertising, and other mass media. 

Instead of being an object of veneration and honor, 
the Holy Icon has become a “decorative” form which is 
interchangeable with any secular symbol or imagine. It 
is used to “enhance” some announcement, to draw at- 
tention to a “churchy” event but disregarded as a repre- 
sentation of the Holy. In time (if it is not already among 
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us), the disregard for the Holy Icon as a representation 
of the Incarnation and transfiguration of our world will 
affect our veneration and honoring of Holy Icons in our 
churches and on other objects of respect. We will have 
unwittingly become “modern iconoclasts,” having after 
centuries, rejected the Council of Nicaea of 787 and 
joined ourselves to those whom we “anathematize” in 
services on the “Sunday of Holy Orthodoxy” (estab- 
lished in 843). 

Is there not a major problem when, in fact, the mul- 
titude of these images are thrown into the garbage at the 
institution and home? How is it that we venerate icons 
and honor them but at the same time cast them off as so 
much refuse? Is this not a modern form of iconoclasm, 
and is it not the practice of “pious and orthodox” Chris- 
tians? Which family preserves parish bulletins printed 
in bulk by profit-making firms? Do they not end up 
along side coffee grounds, tin cans and chicken bones? 

This gradual but wholesale disregard for holy icons 
as mass-produced and distributed undermines the ven- 
eration of Holy Icons as part of the honoring of the 
Incarnation. We have allowed ourselves to be duped 
into following modern methods of “advertising” at the 
cost of honoring the very “product” or better stated, the 
object of expression of our faith. 

Of course, there are those who will say that these 
bulletins and letterheads and mass distribution of images 
“teach” and “incite” us to know more about the faith, the 
feast days, the saints. In all likelihood, if our clergy and 
faithful would attend the holy services, they would hear 
and sing the feats of those whose images we momen- 
tarily honor and then desecrate. This is a dilemma of the 
Church of our days; living and passing on the faith 
which was “once and for all times delivered to the saints,” 
and protecting and being attentive to the manner in which 
we express it and hand it on to the next generation. 

Yes, the very magazine in which this article will be 
presented reflects this same issue: a cover often show- 
ing a feast or saint of the Church, articles adorned with 
iconographic embellishments. 

Multiply this throughout the Orthodox world, in church 
schools with crayon drawings and wall calendars! 

It seems that the Church must consider this matter 
and take more interest in this issue. One does not see 
Jewish synagogues or temples now adorned with im- 
ages or oceanographic representations, nor do you see 
any mosque in North America embellished with repre- 
sentations. Have the Orthodox Christians become so 
crass as to be indifferent to the very images which were 
once historically desecrated by others and still are, as is 
evident in Kosovo and other Christian places of worship 
and residence, and have themselves become “Modern 
Iconoclasts?” 

+Nathaniel, Archbishop 
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ARCHPASTORAL MESSAGE 
FOR THE 2005 MISSION APPEAL 


February 1, 2005 


To the Reverend Hierarchs, clergy, monastics, and 
faithful of the Orthodox Church in America: 


From this day forth, from this hour, 
from this minute, let us love God above all 
and fulfill His holy will. — St. Herman of Alaska 


Dearly Beloved in Christ: 


In 1794, a group of monks from the Valaam Mon- 
astery completed a year-long journey that led them 
half-way around the world. They arrived on Kodiak 
Island, Alaska, carrying within their hearts zeal for 
the Gospel and the desire to fulfill the mission which 
had been entrusted to them. The purpose of their mis- 
sion was clear — to bring the Orthodox Faith to a 
people eager to receive the Good News of the Gospel. 
Because of the exemplary lives and efforts of those 
first missionaries, Orthodoxy was planted on the North 
American continent where it has now been firmly 
rooted for over 210 years. 

Although the world has changed greatly since Saint 
Herman and his monastic companions first arrived in 
Alaska, the mission we have inherited from them has 
not. Following their example, we also are called to 
bring Orthodoxy to the people of North America. The 
mission with which we have been entrusted is unam- 
biguous and unequivocal. It is nothing less than pro- 
claiming the fullness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 


the peoples of this land. 

One of the many ways that you can take a greater 
role in the Orthodox Church in America’s mission to 
the peoples of this continent is to provide financial 
assistance through your support of the annual Ortho- 
dox Church in America Mission Appeal. The monies 
raised through this annual appeal are designated for 
the use of small mission communities throughout North 
America and provide crucial financial assistance to 
them in their earliest stages of formation. Your gener- 
ous gift will insure that these newest mission commu- 
nities can continue the work of proclaiming the Gos- 
pel, following the example of Saint Herman of Alaska 
and the hierarchs, clergy, monastics, and faithful who 
have gone before us. 

Through our support of the Mission Appeal, let us 
recommit ourselves to the mission we have received 
and follow the example of our blessed Father Herman 
who said, “A true Christian is made by faith and love 
towards Christ.” Focusing on Christ, may we bring 
new life to these words through our efforts to pro- 
claim the Good News of the Gospel. 

With love in Christ, 

+ HERMAN 
Archbishop of Washington 
Metropolitan of All America and Canada 

Editor’s Note: Please send your generous donation 
to: Orthodox Church in America, PO Box 675, Syosset, 
NY 11791-0675. Write 2005 Mission Appeal on your 
check. 


HEAR THE WoRD OF GOD AND Do It 


by Subdeacon David Brown 


The Lord Jesus Christ our God said, “My mother 
and My brothers are these who hear the word of God 
and do it” (Luke 8:21). How many of us stand outside 
the fullness of Orthodoxy, desiring to see Christ but 
are for some reason unable to approach? What blocks 
us? 

Some folks have a very rich understanding of the 
teachings of the Holy Fathers. They speak with love 
and devotion about their discovery of the fullness of 
the Gospel truth, for example, in the Apostolic Fa- 
thers or Saint Athanasius the Great. Despite their love 
for these Holy Fathers, something holds them back 
from embracing the fullness of Orthodoxy. 

Each individual has to struggle to hear the Word of 
God and then trust in the Lord’s great mercy and do 
it. We are faced with a choice. We must decide to 
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respond to the Word of God by doing it. To avoid this 
choice after hearing the word of God and the teaching 
of the Holy Fathers is to risk the danger of being stuck 
in what some have accurately called, “the Twilight 
Zone,” an unstable, vulnerable state between the Light 
and the Darkness. To move beyond this twilight, we 
need to discard the vestiges of the Old Man that we 
cling to as cherished possessions. We need to turn 
towards the All Holy Trinity, offering ourselves and 
our whole lives to the Lord who is able and willing to 
fashion us into a new creation. In the Lord’s great 
mercy, God can make us into a new creation, if we 
choose to cooperate with the energy of Divine Grace 
in our lives. The choice is ours to make. Yet, it is the 
awesome Mighty Lord who helps us become who we 
are called to be as persons created in the image and 
likeness of God 


Cont. on page 12 
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THE CHURCH WITNESSES TWO ORDINATIONS 
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Hieromonk Joseph (Morris) leads Fr. David Wey around 
the Holy Table at the time of his ordination. 


Indianapolis IN (15 January 2005) — His 
Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL traveled here 
to ordain Rev. Dn. David T. Wey, parish deacon of 
Saints Constantine & Helen Church, into the Holy 
Priesthood. Arriving for the Vigil the night prior, 
His Eminence was greeted by the faithful of the 
community with their parish priest, Rev. 
Hieromonk Joseph (Morris), and several local and 
visiting clergy. The next morning, His Eminence 
celebrated the Divine Liturgy, which included the 
ordination of Dn. David into the Holy Priesthood, 
assisted by a sobor of clergy. Responses were lead 
by the parish choir under the direction of 
Subdeacon Max Murphy. Following the services, 
the parish offered a meal in honor of the new priest 
and his family. 

Father David has faithfully served Saints 
Constantine & Helen Parish since his ordination 
into the Holy Diaconate in August 1997. He, 
along with his wife, Psa. Janene, and their family, 
also spent many summers teaching and working at 
Camp Vatra. Fr. David is a professional in the 
music publishing industry and has offered his 
talents in areas of Orthodox music, including 
assisting with the publication of the Episcopate’s 
Vespers book in 1999. 


Southfield MI (20 February 2005) — The faithful 
of Saint George Cathedral witnessed today the 
ordination of Subdeacon Cosmin George 
Antonescu of Rocky River, Ohio, into the Holy 


SOLIA FEBRUARY 2005 


Diaconate through the laying-on-of-hands of His 
Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL. During the 
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy, His Eminence was 
assisted by V. Rev. Fr. Laurence Lazar, Dean of 
the Cathedral; Rev. Dns. Sabin Pop and 
Constantine Katsilas; and Subdeacons Tom Rosco 
and Ioan Bogdan. Responses were lead by the 
Cathedral’s “Archbishop Valerian” Choir under 
the direction of Subdeacon John E. Lazar and 
Preoteasa Anita Lazar. Following the services, the 
Ladies Auxiliary prepared a buffet reception, 
which the parish offered in honor of the new 
deacon and his family. 

Deacon Cosmin is a 2003 graduate of the 
“Andrei Saguna” Faculty of Theology in Sibiu 
with studies in the area of Missions and 
Ecumenism. While in school, he was active with 
various student organizations, was director of the 
“Teofania” Choir and served the Metropolitan 
Cathedral in Sibiu as cantor and leader of bible 
study and youth activities. He was blessed as 
Reader and Subdeacon on February 13, 2005, by 
His Grace, Bishop IRINEU at The Nativity of the 
Lord Church in Chicago, Illinois. 


We wish many years to Father David and 
Deacon Cosmin, along with their families, as they 
serve Christ and His Church! 


His Eminence, Archbishop NATHANIEL with Dn. Cosmin, 
Dsa. Camelia and Robert Stefan Antonescu. 
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OvER 300 COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Move MOUNTAINS! 


Record number of students attends the East Coast college conference 


Ligonier, PA (OCF) - Mountains were moved through 
faith, fellowship and worship during the fantastic five 
day College Conference offered by Orthodox Chris- 
tian Fellowship (OCF) focusing on the theme of “The 
Faith to Move Mountains”. Over winter break, over 
300 Orthodox Christian college students from across 
North America attended OCF’s annual College Con- 
ference held on the East Coast at the Antiochian Vil- 
lage in Bolivar, PA and on the West Coast at St. 
Nicholas Ranch in Dunlap, CA. 

These conferences, which are planned and run by 
members of local OCF groups, aim to promote unity 
among Orthodox Christian young adults and to reju- 
venate their faith as they continue on their personal 
journey to salvation. This year’s conferences featured 
two well-known and dynamic keynote speakers: at the 
West Coast Conference renowned author and speaker 
Fr. Thomas Hopko, Dean Emeritus of Saint Vladimir’ s 
Seminary; and at the East Coast Conference distin- 
guished author Fr. John Chryssavgis, Theological 
Advisor to the Ecumenical Patriarch on Environmen- 
tal Issues. In total, the conferences showcased 15 
enlightening and dynamic workshop speakers with 
topics including “Faith to Follow vs. Faith to Lead,” 
“Faith in Today’s Society,” “The End of Times and 
Life After Death,” and “Purity, Virginity, and Sanc- 
tity.” Other speakers from the Orthodox Church in 
America included the Rev. Michael Anderson (OCA 
Youth Director); the V. Rev. John and Linda Reeves: 
the Rev. David Subu; the Rev. Moses Berry; Priestmonk 
Jonah (Paffhausen); and seminarian Justin Matthews. 
In addition to these presentations, the conferences 
held daily worship services and social events. 

Social activities included snow tubing, a trip to 
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Sequoia National Forest and Pre-New Year’s Eve 
Dances. The conferences also offered a focus on serv- 
ing others with 120 participants registering for the 
National Bone Marrow Registry and 75 letters sent to 
Orthodox Missionaries and Prisoners. 

This year’s conferences were a tremendous success 
with 305 total participants and six out of nine SCOBA 
jurisdictions represented. One participant declared, “I 
felt that this conference was spiritually moving and a 
great way to meet others who share the common inter- 
est of Christ.” 

Another student stated, “The conference was in- 
credible. Small groups...those are the best, most in- 
spiring and life-changing times.” 

Over the past ten years, thousands of college stu- 
dents, high school graduates, and young adults have 
gathered for the 5-day events sponsored by OCF, the 
official campus ministry of the Standing Conference 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
(SCOBA). In reflecting on the growth and success of 
the College Conference, Program Coordinator for OCF, 
Joseph J. Samra shared, “These conferences serve as 
a pivotal mid-year re-focusing point for so many of 
the participants. The fellowship seen in the social 
activities, the service accomplished by helping others 
and the worship witnessed when 220 students come to 
Compline at | AM attest to the positive impact 5 days 
can have in the life of a college student.” 

About OCF 

Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is the offi- 
cial campus ministry effort of the Standing Confer- 
ence of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
(SCOBA). It is a Pan-Orthodox effort, overseen by an 
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Romania 


Romanian Patriarch Celebrates 90" Birthday 

(Religious Life, February 12, 2005) On 7 February 
2005, His Beatitude Patriarch Teoctist Arăpaşu began 
his tenth decade of life. Surrounded by 26 hierarchs of 
the Romanian Orthodox Church, members of her Holy 
Synod, by priests both from the country and from 
abroad, the Patriarch celebrated the Divine Liturgy to 
thank God for his long life and to pray to give him the 
time to see the construction of the future Patriarchal 
Cathedral. After the Divine Liturgy, also attended by 
His Eminence Ioan Robu, Roman Catholic Archbishop 
and Metropolitan of Bucharest and by His Eminence 
Jean Claude Perisset, Apostolic Nuncio in Bucharest, 
there followed an anniversary celebration at the Patri- 
archal Palace with the participation of some other 
religious faiths from the country and abroad, of out- 
standing personalities of Romanian public life, of rep- 
resentatives of the Diplomatic Corps accredited in 
Bucharest and of the Romanian communities from 
abroad. In the evening, as always on his birthday, His 
Beatitude visited and gave presents to the people liv- 
ing in the “Saint Basil” Retirement Home in Bucharest. 
In a radio program broadcast on the Patriarchs birth- 
day, His Eminence Daniel Ciobotea, Metropolitan of 
Moldova and Bucovina, summarized the “pastoral 
dynamics” of the 18 years since His Beatitude Patri- 
arch Teoctist has been Patriarch, noting the reactiva- 
tion or setting up of several eparchies in the country 
and abroad, of some theological seminaries and facul- 
ties, of many monasteries and sketes, as well as the 
building of hundreds of churches. In addition, there 
are many social-charitable programs, canteens for poor 
people, orphanages for children and senior citizen 
homes for the aged. Such programs make up a dy- 
namic pastoral activity headed by Patriarch Teoctist 
together with the Holy Synod of the Romanian Ortho- 
dox Church. 


Romanian Orthodox Church Collects More Than 
500,000 Euros for Victims in Southeast Asia 

(Religious Life, February 12, 2005) On February 
6, 2005, His Beatitude Patriarch Teoctist thanked all 
the faithful of the 24 eparchies of the Romanian Or- 
thodox Church who answered the appeal launched by 
the Romanian Patriarchate on the last day of 2004 to 
help those who suffered as a result of the earthquake 
and tsunami in Southeast Asia. The Patriarch stated 
that the total of 18,755,422,000 lei (more than 500,000 
euros) collected “reflects the sensitivity and generos- 
ity of our good Christians, especially of those who 
were together with us in prayer at the holy services at 
the beginning of the year. 
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Plea for Reestablishment of Confessional Hospitals 


(Religious Life, February 12, 2005) The “Konrad 
Adenauer” Foundation, “Lukas Spital” Laslea Chris- 
tian Medical Association and “Lasting Sighişoara” 
Civic Association has organized a Seminar with the 
theme: “Church and Society — Reestablishment of 
Confessional Hospitals in Romania,” to take place in 
Sighişoara, Mureş County, from 10-12 March 2005. 
Representatives of the churches and confessions in 
the country, of the charitable, social work and philan- 
thropic groups are invited to participate in order to 
debate the relation between Church and society as 
well as themes related to the mission of the Church, 
conveyance of Christian values and social work 
(diaconia). All expenses including transportation, ac- 
commodations and meals are covered by the organiz- 
ers. Contact: Priscilla Banu, Konrad Adenauer Foun- 
dation, tel: 021-4108235, 0314055014, 0727027523, 


priscila.banu@kas.ro. 


Romanian Presence at Tabor 


(Religious Life, February 12, 2005) Tabor, the most 
impressive mount in all Galilee, is located in the South 
of the province, 10 km from Afula. It rises 599.5 m 
above sea level, while its peak is 1200 m long on a 
400 m wide platform. An asphalted highway, rather 
steep, with many curves, leads to this platform, di- 
vided all over its surface by a road separating the 
Orthodox property (on the left) from that of the 
Franciscan monks’ (on the right). The Franciscans 
built a church and a house for pilgrims here. On the 
left side is an Orthodox church built by two Roma- 
nians: Hieromonk Irinarh Rosetti and his disciple, 
Nectarie Banu. Archimandrite Irinarh, born around 
1771, is known to have fled his home at age 18 so as 
not to fulfil his parents’ desire that he get married. He 
went to the Monastery of Neamt (Moldova) and, while 
taking a rest on his way to the Monastery, fell asleep 
and dreamed of an angel who showed him a mountain 
peak where he was to build a monastery. He was able 
to find the respective mountain only when he was 60, 
during his journey to Palestine, when he reached Mount 
Tabor, the Mount of the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. After spending five years at Nazareth, 
Hieromonk Irinarh and monk Nectarie climbed the 
mountain, heavily forested at the time and full of 
caves very often inhabited by ruffians. Full of cour- 
age, the two Romanians lived on the mountain, cleared 
the place and discovered the ruins of a Byzantine 
monastery destroyed by the Turks in the 13" century. 
As documented by Rev. Prof. Teodor Tent Beiuş 
(“Legea românească,” year XV, new series, no. 4/2004), 
the two monks carried 5,000 stones with which they 
rebuilt the settlement. When the Turkish occupants 
learned about it, an approval of the sultan was re- 
quired, so Irinarh went first to the Greek Patriarchate 
in Jerusalem to get it. He did not find any support 
here, but the Romanian Hieromonk did not give up, 

Cont. on page 8 
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Cont. from page 7 

and he continued his work for 16 years, helped by the 
Christians from Nazareth and Ptolemaida, and even 
by the Arabs in the region who had started to come to 
him in secret to ask for his advice in times of need. In 
1859, the walls of the church at the Tabor Mountain 
reached half of their height. Irinarh was 88 by now. 
Having felt he would soon go to the Lord, he del- 
egated his disciple Nectarie to finish the construction. 
He passed away on 26 December of the same year. 
Three years later, helped by the Ecumenical Patriarch, 
Nectarie finished building the church, where he served 
for a while and then went to the Monastery of Saint 
Sava where he passed away. When consecrating the 
church in the presence of the Patriarch Cyril of Jerusa- 
lem and of 500 Christians who came from every- 
where, the Greeks took the remains of Hieromonk 
Irinarh out of the church. Symbolically, the church 
has three altars, as a remembrance of the words of 
Saint Peter the Apostle who was present at the Trans- 
figuration of our Lord: “Lord, how good it is that we 
are here! If You wish I will make three tents here, one 
for You, one for Moses and one for Elijah” (Matthew 
17:4). The church also houses an icon of the Holy 
Virgin with the Infant Jesus which came from Crete, 
which had sailed three and a half years on the sea 
before arriving here. The icon is miracle-working. It 
healed a blind girl and a dumb child aged 12. 


World Mission Conference in Greece 


(Religious Life, February 12, 2005) From May 9- 
15, 2005, Athens (Greece) will host the World Mis- 
sion Conference organized by the Mission Commis- 
sion of the Ecumenical Council of Churches (ECC). 
For the first time, an ECC mission conference is being 
organized in an Orthodox country. It will be preceded, 
as always, by an inter-Orthodox preparatory confer- 
ence, also to take place in the Greek capital city, from 
March 3-9. The subject of the Conference is “Recon- 
ciliation and Healing,” and the theme of the meeting 
is “Come, Holy Spirit, Heal and Reconcile”. More 
details can be found on the web site: www.mission2005. 
org. 500 delegates of ECC member churches will 
attend the event, among which are representatives of 
the Orthodox Church and of the Protestant and Neo- 
Protestant Churches in Romania. The Romanian Or- 
thodox Church will be represented at the preparatory 
conference and the World Mission Conference by His 
Grace Ciprian Câmpineanul, Patriarchal bishop vicar, 
Eugeniu Rogoti (Bucharest) and Rev Fr. Prof. Dr. 
Nicolae Mosoiu (Sibiu). 


Appeal for Romanian Monks on Mount Athos 
(Religious Life, December 28, 2004) The daily 
newspaper “Independent” and its director, the jour- 
nalist Horia Alexandrescu, recently proposed that the 
Romanian government legislate an annual subsidy for 
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the 130 Romanian monks living on Mount Athos. 
This would reestablish the old tradition of the period 
of Romanian princes who generously helped the 
Athonite monasteries. Fr. Petroniu Tanase (b. 1915), 
the abbot of the largest Romanian monastery on Mount 
Athos, Prodromu (“The Forerunner”), thanked the 
journalist, saying: “Mount Athos is the spiritual cen- 
ter of Orthodox Christianity, the Orthodox Acropolis, 
the maintenance of which the Romanian people con- 
tributed more than all the other Orthodox peoples and 
where Romanian monasticism has been present for 
many centuries. This presence is necessary, but at the 
present time the resources for survival are totally in- 
sufficient. A permanent assistance grant from Roma- 
nia would give the possibility for this Romanian pres- 
ence to be fulfilled properly in terms of its spiritual, 
cultural and patriotic service. With the hope that your 
appeal with have the proper and desired result, we 
thank you with our whole hearts for this invaluable 
help, and we pray that our Good God will reward you 
with a heavenly and eternal reward. . .for many, blessed 
years.” Besides the Skete-Monastery Prodomu, other 
Romanian monastic settlements on Holy Mount Athos 
are Lacul Skete with eight occupied hermitages, re- 
constructed with much effort from the 24 cells which 
existed between 1898-1904, and having 33 monks. 
The hermitages of Lacul Skete belong to St. Paul 
Monastery; each one has its own abbot and its own 
weekly schedule. On Sundays and feast days, the monks 
meet with everyone in the Skete’s large church, named 
“Kiriacou” (Sunday church). A great comfort for the 
monks of the skete is the wonderworking icon of the 
Mother of God, named “Lacuschitiotisa” (Mother of 
God of Lacul Skete), which is very beautiful, painted 
according to the model of the icon “Prodromita” (Mother 
of God of Prodromu). In the large church of the skete 
is found a piece of the wood of the Holy Cross and 
relics of the Saints Haralambos, Eftimios, Ignatios 
and Acachios. Furthermore, each hermitage of the 
Lacu Skete has holy relics. 

Other Romanian settlements include: the hermit- 
ages of “Holy Apostle and Evangelist John” and “St. 
John the Baptizer” on the property of the Great Lavra 
where four Romanian monks from Bessarabia (Re- 
public of Moldova) live as well as two monks from 
Romania; the hermitage “Entrance in the Temple of 
the Mother of God” which belongs to Dionisiu Mon- 
astery, and a few huts in which a few Romanian 
monks struggle; the hermitages “St. Martyr George” 
with seven Romanian monks, “St. John the Baptizer” 
with 2 Romanian monks and “St. Hypatios” with 3 
Romanian monks on the property of Vatopedi Monas- 
tery. The first of these had as abbot for 25 years, Fr. 
Gheronda (Dionisie Ignat), 1909-2004, who arrived 
on Mount Athos in 1926. He lost his sight, but for 
more than 10 years, he was a seer with the spirit and 
he was sought out by a multitude of pilgrims from 
Greece and Romania as well as from the Western 
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IOCC LauncuHes WEst BANK Jos 
CREATION, EDUCATION PROJECT 


Jerusalem (LOCC), February 15, 2005- In some the life of the 30-month project. The result will be an 
parts of the West Bank, school children meet for class improved educational infrastructure network serving 
in tents. In other parts, authorities cannot build schools more than 26,000 children ages 5-19, Ms. Kort said. 
fast enough to keep up with the growing student popu- IOCC has been active in the Middle East since 
lation. These needs, along with the continuing prob- 1997, when it began humanitarian programs in Jerusa- 
lem of unemployment in the West Bank, prompted lem and Bethlehem. Founded in 1992, IOCC is the 
International Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) to official humanitarian agency of the Standing Confer- 
launch a new project that will expand educational ence of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas 
opportunities for thousands of underprivileged Pales- (SCOBA). 
tinian young people. To learn more about IOCC’s relief and develop- 

The $3 million project funded by the U.S. Agency ment programs in the Holy Land and around the world, 
for International Development (USAID) will result in please visit www.iocc.org. 


the construction or renovation of school classrooms, 
bathrooms, libraries, labs, playgrounds and other youth 
facilities in 24 villages in the Ramallah region. IOCC 


was one of six international relief agencies to recently FuLbL- TIME PASTORAL 


sign an agreement with USAID to promote job cre- 


ation and education reform in the West Bank. The $13 THEOLOGY POSITION 


million agreement, spread among the six agencies, 


will create employment opportunities through the CRESTWOOD, NY — Saint Vladimir’ s Orthodox 
construction and renovation of classrooms and youth Theological Seminary announces a full-time, tenure- 
centers in the West Bank and Gaza. track position in the area of pastoral theology, begin- 

On hand for the February signing ceremony at ning in the fall 2005 semester. The selected candidate 
Jericho’s Intercontinental Hotel was IOCC-Jerusalem will be expected to teach a full load of courses in the 
Director Nora Kort, who emphasized the importance area of pastoral theology and homiletics, as deter- 
of creating opportunities for Palestinian girls. “Many mined by the faculty council. The normal load for 
rural areas do not have any schools or enough class- full-time faculty is three courses per semester, but this 
rooms, and children are compelled to go to neighbor- can be adjusted for those assuming various adminis- 
ing villages,” Ms. Kort said. “This presents great chal- trative functions. He or she will also supervise and 
lenges and obstacles, especially for girls: Tradition coordinate the field education program, including place- 
does not allow them to travel outside their own vil- ment of students in pastoral training programs and 
lages in search of education.” parishes. He or she will also supervise the Doctorate 

The new project will build on IOCC’s work over of Ministry program until its termination (projected 
the past eight years to train women, create jobs, reno- for May 2009). Applicants are invited to send re- 
vate public buildings (including schools) and revital- sumes and cover letters by March 1, 2005, to Dr. Paul 
ize agriculture in rural areas of the West Bank. In that Meyendorff, Associate Dean for Academic Affairs, 
time period, IOCC has built partnerships with local Saint Vladimir’ s Orthodox Theological Seminary, 575 
leaders and organized the participating villages into Scarsdale Rd., Crestwood, NY 10707. Saint Vladimir 
“clusters.” Ms. Kort said IOCC will use the same Seminary, a graduate school of theology, offers a 
system with the new initiative. Clusters of 13 villages Master of Divinity degree; a Master of Arts degree in 
near the town of Ni’lin and 11 villages near the town Christian Education, Liturgical Music, or General The- 
of Beit Liqya will be involved, potentially benefiting ology; a Master of Theology degree; and a Doctor of 
a population of more than 68,000 residents. Ministry degree. 


“Children who live in rural areas of the West Bank 
are suffering from a lack of safe educational and rec- 
reational facilities,” said IOCC Director of Opera- 
tions Samir Ishak. “Their parents suffer from a lack of 
employment. This project addresses both concerns — 
the short-term and the long-term.” 

IOCC’s partners in the project include USAID, lo- 
cal village councils, and the Palestinian Ministry of 
Education and Higher Education. IOCC will employ 
more than 2,000 people in the constructions trades for 
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AN OPEN LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editors, 

I write to you as a single individual, an Orthodox 
Christian who happens to be a priest of the Romanian 
Orthodox Episcopate of America (ROEA). I am con- 
fident that no one will construe my comments to rep- 
resent any position other than my own. 

I was overjoyed to read the December 15, 2004 
response of His Beatitude, Patriarch Teoctist to the 
request of our Episcopate for the transfer of His Grace 
Bishop Policarp’s relics to the Vatra. As any Ortho- 
dox Christian knows, it is only right that a hierarch 
should be granted his final resting place in the Dio- 
cese of which he was the shepherd. 

His Beatitude’s response was encouraging and re- 
markable in its expressed desire for a “brotherly and 
sincere dialogue in the light of local realities” (“purtarea 
unui dialog fratesc si sincer in lumina realitatilor de 
la fata locului”). The time has come for the world to 
take a close, hard look at those realities. 

Dialogue in a New Key 

Every year, the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate 
(founded 1929) and the Romanian Patriarchate’s Arch- 
diocese (founded 1950) hold their diocesan Congresses 
during the Fourth of July weekend. It’s become a 
courtesy between the two to exchange fraternal letters 
at that time. In 2004, the ROEA’s letter to the Arch- 
diocese was read aloud and entered into the minutes 
of the ROEA Congress, accompanied by a conspicu- 
ous lack of reciprocal greetings from the Archdiocese. 

On arriving home from the Congress, I received a 
fax from the Vatra. Apparently, upon receiving our 
letter, the Archdiocese kindly faxed a reply to the 
Vatra the following Monday. It was a copy of this 
reply that was now being faxed to us. 

The letter was cordial but unremarkable, except for 
a phrase that has been part of the formula for all 
communications from the Archdiocese: “As we gather 
in our 73™ Congress...” Even those of us schooled 
back in the days of New Math know that 2004 minus 
1950 doesn’t yield 73. How can this be? Even more, 
how could such a letter fail, as this one did, to con- 
gratulate the ROEA on its 75" anniversary? 


Of course, at stake is the Archdiocese’s claim to be 
“the canonical” successor to the seventy-five year old 
episcopate of Bishop Policarp Morusca, who served 
here from 1935 to 1939 and continued as ruling bishop 
during his captivity in Romania until 1958. For years, 
the Archdiocese considered itself the only true such 
successor. With the thawing of relations since 1989, 
the Patriarchate and its Archdiocese have publicly 
identified the ROEA as “a” (!) canonical successor to 
Policarp’s Episcopate. 

Singing the Same Old Song 
Even with their grudging recognition of the ROEA’s 
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legitimacy, spokesmen for the Patriarchal Archdio- 
cese have continued to insist on the same old themes 
that have defined their revisionist approach to church 
history. Explicitly or implicitly, these themes surface 
in even the most superficial discussions. Briefly, the 
old song goes like this: 

1. Father Glicherie Moraru and the seven individu- 
als who joined’ with him in forming the Patriar- 
chal Diocese in 1950 were motivated by faith, 
obedience and the desire to remain within the 
“canonical” fold of the mother church, while the 
1948 Episcopate Congress led by Fr. John Trutza 
acted purely out of political motives, inflamed 
by the McCarthyist feeling of the 1950s. 

2. The Patriarchate’s elevation of Fr. Andrei 
Moldovan to the episcopacy in 1950 and its at- 
tempt to impose him upon the Episcopate in 
America were legitimate actions of the mother 
church, thwarted only by legal maneuvering in 
the courts of the McCarthy era. 

3. The diocese created by Moraru et al in 1950 was 
“the” canonical successor to that founded in 1929. 
In recent years this theme has succumbed to the 
demands of pragmatism: a new coda holds that 
the Patriarchal Archdiocese is “a” successor, along 
with the ROEA, to the original diocese. 

4. The mother church, now free, magnanimously 
opens her arms to her dissident daughter. Yes, 
there were differences in the past. Let us not 
examine those too deeply or openly. Let bygones 
be bygones. All that remains is for the runaway, 
the prodigal, to return obediently to the fold and 
all will be forgiven. Romanians everywhere will 
be reunited, flowers will bloom and the birds 
will sing merrily on their branches. 

5. The one stumbling block to this reunion is the 
recalcitrance of the ROEA. A few years ago, 
during the visit of one of the members of the 
Romanian Holy Synod to our Deanery, a lunch 
was held at Cleveland’s “Pier W” Restaurant. 
Clergy from the Patriarchal Archdiocese were 
also invited. As we left the restaurant, I over- 
heard one of these clergy say to the hierarch, 
“We are ready for unity — I don’t know why they 
[i.e., ROEA] are unwilling.” 

Dissonance 

Just a few days before receiving the fax mentioned 
earlier, I received a new book, published last summer 
and written by Fr. Remus Grama,. The book is en- 
titled, Policarp Morusca: Letters from Captivity, and 
is the first in-depth investigation of the real story 
behind our Episcopate’s struggle to practice the true 
Faith, free of interference by foreign powers. 

Fr. Grama uncovered the correspondence and files 
relating to our first hierarch, Bishop Policarp, during 
a visit to Romania in the summer of 2003. While 
researching the problem of Orthodox unity, he was 
given access to the archives of the Romanian Patri- 
archate. Those documents are the basis for his book. 
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Bishop Policarp was sent from Romania in 1935. 
He was only here for a little more than three years, 
returning to Romania to try to build more support for 
his Episcopate. In 1939, World War II broke out and 
His Grace never returned to America. 

While we have always lamented the loss of Bishop 
Policarp, and have blamed the then-communist gov- 
ernment of Romania for our difficulties during the 
1950s, Fr. Grama’s research shows the situation to 
have been much worse than we knew. The hierarchs 
of the Romanian Patriarchate were quickly replaced 
by new men who would collaborate with the commu- 
nist program, including the program for the American 
“diaspora.” Bishop Policarp was kept in “forced do- 
micile,” stripped of his income and reduced to abject 
poverty. He was made to sign documents under du- 
ress. His mail was variously blocked and censored. 
He and his family were kept under close surveillance 
for years. 

Policarp’s return to America was blocked in no 
small way by the misrepresentations and intrigue of 
the “obedient” Moraru/Moldovan faction, who were 
not pursuing canonical or dogmatic correctness but 
political power and personal gain, and who denounced 
him to the American and Romanian authorities alike. 
It is noteworthy that His Grace was accused by the 
same persons of being either “Guardist” (1.e., fascist) 
or “communist,” depending on the need of the mo- 
ment. 

With Policarp sequestered, the way was clear for 
Romanian authorities to attempt to gain possession of 
the Vatra and domination of the Romanian Episco- 
pate. Older members of my parish were Moldovan’s 
spiritual children and they still remember those days. 
We cannot relate the whole story here, but by God’s 
Grace the parish, together with our Episcopate, sur- 
vived and overcame the legal, political and spiritual 
challenges of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Fr. Grama’s great contribution to history is that all 
his information is taken from primary sources. He 
gives us the actual words of Policarp, of the Roma- 
nian Securitate, and sadly, of then Patriarchal Vicar 
Teoctist Botosaneanu, now Patriarch Teoctist of Ro- 
mania. He has used the Romanian archives them- 
selves to document what we have always known — that 
our separation from the mother church was not about 
canonical or dogmatic matters, but about the machi- 
nations of the new, communist authorities and their 
accomplices within the Patriarchate to take control of 
the American Romanian church and community. 

Point, Counterpoint 

In the old days (i.e., until June, 2004), the themes 
outlined above were played freely, frequently, far and 
wide by Patriarchal minions. In the light of Fr. Grama’s 
findings, they finally ring false. Let us return to each 
theme, now properly set: 

1. It is clear that the eight individuals who incorpo- 

rated a new “episcopate” in 1950 did so in direct 
opposition to the wishes of the Romanian-Ameri- 
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can community and the Episcopate Congress. It 
is also clear that they were a small faction seek- 
ing their own personal advantages. 

. It is clear that the Moldovan episcopacy was the 
stratagem by which Romanian government and 
church authorities sought to dominate the Roma- 
nian community in North America and take con- 
trol of its property, including Vatra Romaneasca. 
It is also clear that this attempt failed because it 
was, in a word, illegitimate. 

. It is clear that the diocese founded in 1950 was 
anew diocese. Policarp continued as the ROEA’s 
bishop until his death. He challenged Moldovan 
to have himself elected by the Episcopate Con- 
gress, which of course Moldovan could not do. 
Patently, the Romanian authorities and the Moraru 
faction knew they were creating a parallel struc- 
ture. These facts, together with the continuous 
functioning of the ROEA during that time, serve 
to establish the ROEA not as “a successor” to 
Policarp’s diocese, but as the selfsame diocese 
that Policarp served and that he recognized as 
such in his writings. 

4. Despite the Patriarch’s assertion that moves to 
unity began in Montreal and Bucharest, it is clear 
that the ROEA was the first to seek paths of 
normalization with the Romanian Church and its 
Archdiocese in North America. The dialogue that 
has continued since 1994 was initiated by Arch- 
bishop Nathaniel. Archbishop Nathaniel invited 
Archbishops Victorin and Nicolae to concelebrate 
in his churches on numerous occasions. The 
question, however, is not simply one of return- 
ing to the mother church. The ROEA must be 
convinced that a return to the mother church is a 
clear step in the eyes of all Orthodox Christians 
toward Orthodox unity in North America. Be- 
yond that, it is now abundantly clear that the 
ROEA was wronged, and that its very identity 
was usurped. Those wrongs go far beyond what 
can be considered mere bygones. To insist on 
ignoring them is to minimize them. The past 
cannot be undone, but it must be openly recog- 
nized before reconciliation can proceed. 

5. The one stumbling block to further dialogue is 
the refusal of the Patriarchate and its Archdio- 
cese to recognize and face up to the truth of 
history. I can believe that the Archdiocese is 
“ready for unity” — ready for a revisionist unity 
that involves whitewashing the past. I doubt the 
ROEA will dance to that tune. 

At one of our first dialogue sessions, the 
Archdiocesan representatives said, “We recognize that 
you will not simply leave the OCA and submit to 
Bucharest. Can’t we find a creative solution?” During 
our meetings, a spectrum of creative solutions was 
discussed. Some of these are more, and some less, 
realistic. In the interest of allowing the discussions of 

Cont. on page 12 
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the Dialogue Commission to proceed freely and cre- 
atively, without fear of public misrepresentation or 
misunderstanding, the ROEA has refused to discuss 
the meetings or take public positions. In contrast, the 
Patriarchal Archdiocese published its creative solu- 
tion last year: the ROEA should simply leave the 
OCA and submit to Bucharest. Plus a change, plus 
c’est la m me chose. 

One wonders where archdiocesan officials are spend- 
ing their creative energy. While the ROEA has his- 
torically eschewed combative behavior, the Patriar- 
chal Archdiocese has deployed its own instruments of 
creativity and dialogue. When the ROEA elected an 
auxiliary bishop in 2002, it was critiqued by 
Archdiocesan representatives for attending to its own, 
internal affairs. In the mission sphere, an unhappy 
pattern seems to have emerged — the ROEA founds a 
mission in some city and the Archdiocese follows 
soon after with a mission or two of its own. In particu- 
larly generous moments, Archdiocesan spokesmen have 
labeled the ROEA “dissident,” “disingenuous” and 
“unwilling” — all because the diocese of Policarp doesn’t 
rush to exchange its present autonomy for another 
which history has shown to be fragile indeed and 
subject to the winds of political force in a foreign 
country. 

Resolution 

It is a central principle of the Orthodox Faith that 
reconciliation and forgiveness are always possible. 
This is the meaning of the mystery of repentance and 
absolution. This involves a few steps: 

Recognition: The sin must be recognized as such 
by the person seeking reconciliation. 

Recounting: The sin must be recounted openly. 
This is the actual confession, made before God and 
the Church. 

Repentance: The one seeking reconciliation must 
actually express remorse and the desire to change. 

Reconciliation: When the first three steps have 
been completed, we are moved by God’s grace and 
forgiveness to be reconciled with Him and with others 
against whom we have sinned. 

Reunion: The final step in the process is reunion. 
Mystically, this happens at the chalice as we are physi- 
cally returned to communion with God. 

In a time when our Episcopate is engaged in a 
dialogue with the Romanian Patriarchate’s Archdio- 
cese here in North America, one is tempted to put 
aside the past and “let bygones be bygones.” Like sins 
however, bygones can only be cleansed after they are 
openly recognized and admitted. Sadly, the bygones 
exposed by Fr. Grama have yet to be recognized or 
acknowledged by any representative of the Patriarch- 
ate, the Romanian government or the Patriarchate’ s 
North American Archdiocese. 

Cadenza 
How will it all end? Will evasion and whitewash 
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persist? Will we be treated to another sophomoric 
missive about “apology” and “apologia?” Will the old 
canards of “pan-slavism” and “canonicity” be dusted 
off for one more 1970s-style editorial? Will Credinţa 
print a review of the Chambessy proceedings, as if no 
one has ever heard of them? Will there be deafening 
silence? Or will the Patriarchal and Archdiocesan pow- 
ers finally face the music and begin to build trust by 
demonstrating honesty and transparency about the most 
basic aspects of our history? 

His Beatitude’s letter promises that he will discuss 
the question of unity and dialogue with His Eminence 
Nicolae on that hierarch’s next visit to Romania. Sadly, 
there is no invitation to similar discussions with Arch- 
bishop Nathaniel. 

How will it all end? The question goes beyond 
mere misunderstanding and the atmosphere of bygone 
times. It goes directly to truth and falsehood, to right 
and wrong. Fr. Grama’s discoveries have taken the 
dialogue/duet into a new key. 

The hard historical documents speak for themselves: 
the unity of Policarp’s diocese was broken by action 
of the Romanian Patriarchate, and it can be restored 
through the Patriarchate’s humble and fraternal initia- 
tive. His Beatitude is uniquely positioned to take such 
an initiative. 

One thing is certain: the same old song just won't 
play anymore. 


In Christ, 


Priest lan Pac-Urar 
Fairlawn, Ohio, February 17, 2005 


Hear the Word 


Cont. from page 4 

We see this fulfilled most beautifully in the Most 
Holy Theotokos. Let us consider the Feast of the 
Annunciation. The Archangel Gabriel spoke the greeting 
as he was commanded, “Rejoice, highly favored one, 
the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 
women!’’(Luke 1:28). The Virgin Mary struggled with 
the meaning of such an awesome mystery beyond 
human understanding. Then the Archangel Gabriel 
proclaims, “...nothing is impossible with God”(Luke 
1:37). So, the Theotokos heard the word of God, pon- 
dered its mystery, yet she did not stumble nor stop in 
the twilight. Despite the limitations of her own under- 
standing, she chose to commit herself, to open her life 
to the Divine Mystery saying, “Behold the maidser- 
vant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your 
word” (Luke 1:38). 

Therefore, in the struggles of our lives, when we 
hear the Word of God, let us not get stuck in the 
“Twilight Zone,” hearing but not doing it. Rather, let 
us trust in the Lord’s great mercy and courageously 
follow the example of the Theotokos who heard the 
Word of God and did it. 
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80 Sta CEAC N DUE a CRIED. OC ae PRCT” WOR arr es RR TOR] 
FINANCIAL REPORT “Hey! FRIEND, 
„03500 TR ME OR TY rr see ee neers ES, 
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS CAN You SPARE A 


Rey. Fr. & Psa. Remus Grama, Cleveland, OH $150.00 


M/M Nicholas Lungociu, Silver Springs, MD.... $120.00 DIME?’ ? 
OWS Dara DDD te 7B dle SCN RO SĂ e E $100.00 be 
M/M Valer Pufescu, Clinton Twp., MI... $100.00 

St. Mary Ladies Auxiliary, Cleveland, OH. ........ $100.00 

Carmen Valentino, Philadelphia, PA .......0.0......... $100.00 

Mary Valentino, Philadelphia, PA... $100.00 

George & Audrey Fatsy, Trumbull, CT................ $50.00 

Filip & Dusita George, Clearwater, FL................. $50.00 

George & Nancy Ittu, Cleveland, OH ................... $50.00 

Kathleen Podoba-Lind, Willoughby, OH............... $40.00 

mrances Nased, Redford, MI... cecen aa eee oua ee $25.00 

GENERAL DONATION 

Fred & Patrica Klus, Wixom, MI... $25.00 

M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Hts., MI............ $20.00 

lustina Cantor, Commerce Twp., MI... ceeace $10.00 

Michael & Lilianna Schester, Macomb Twp., MI$10.00 

Nicholas & Victoria Vasu, Southfield, MI ........... $10.00 

ici tnba, Chak Park: Marie ii etenă aaa abea $5.00 

Bi etadat, Detroats BEE, e a oitaa aul ial dea $5.00 

ENDER ger tare detii APM alina i n a ep dădu $5.00 


MEMORIAM FOR 
AURELIA NICOLA & AMALIA FLESERIU 


M/M Valer Pufescu, Clinton Twp., MI ................. $50.00 The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC), 
M/M John Stanitz, Wheaton, IL „A Bă ate eR Re $25.00 an arm of the Church in North America, is promoting 
M/M George Oancea, Louisville, 0H.................... $20.00 March 13 as Mission Sunday. Church School children 
Ray & Mary Sankey, New Castle, PA................... $20.00 will receive a beautiful paper box on which are de- 
EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENTS (DUES) picted smiling children. The “Mission Coin Box” is a 
OO pl în Tg | A anny $19,560.00 part of the program of OCMC to bring into the lives 
St. George Cathedral, Regina, SK .................. $10,800.00 of our children the invitation to reach out to other 
St. Mary, Pemapeiay. CAL fel ONE sie olt $8,580.00 children through service and sacrifice. 
St. George, Toronto, OD: Ti ee ts es $7,200.00 Last year, $55,500 was offered by children from all 
Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA RHE otic baer $6,480.00 jurisdictions. This money was used to help support 
Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA 0 aL ee ee $5,650.00 missionaries, provide care for children, provide medi- 
pe Iicholas, Altcance OFF 0.250005 fenccerenctee sao $3,800.00 GEL MEER ak folie Lita land By A aerial [ii PNI ki ARE 
Holy Trinity, Youngstown, OH... nenea $2,000.00 i Pee P S 
St. Dimitrie, Bridgeport, CT... $1,980.00 priests in mission lands! | 
Three Hierarchs, Flushing, NY .... muncea $1,800.00 _ OCMC programs for last year include the follow- 
St. Andrew; McKees Rocks, PA .......2..4:..200s0000. $1,260.00 ing: Six new full-time missionaries were placed, six 
SIBI: Pottlanăl OR no a er ode $410.00 new churches were built, over eighty volunteers and 
Bee ETA) Repin a trece nai e $180.00 seminarians were sent on short-term mission trips, 


medical and dental care was given to thousands, a 
dozen philanthropic grants were awarded, and support 
was provided for 269 indigenous mission priests around 


World Church News the world. 


Although these small offering boxes are being sent 


Cont. from page 8 for children, adults will want to also have one for that 
world, one of his spiritual sons being Prince Charles “extra dime” to spare for others. During the Great 
of Great Britain. There are other hermitages with Depression, Americans would approach one another 
Romanian monks in the area around St. Ana Skete, asking, “Brother can you spare a dime?” Now, the 
near Prodromou Skete and near the hut of St. Nilus. Church is asking in the name of our Lord, “Christian 
The Romanian monks, some with university degrees, can you spare that change?” 

live in the 20 main monasteries on Holy Mount Athos. Coin Box: Contact Jim Marth, Annual Gifts Of- 
Among these is also the monk Daniel, the son of the ficer, for your own Coin Box at coinbox @ocmc.org, 
great Romanian actors, Valeria Seciu and the lamen- (877) 463-6784 or (904) 829-5132 


table Octavian Cotescu. Archbishop Nathaniel 


SOLIA FEBRUARY 2005 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 13 


BAPTISMS 


Anghel, Nicholas Alexander, son of Mihai S. & Cristina 
A. Anghel, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Mihai E. & Liliana Sentenai 

Apostolescu, Andreea Eva, daughter of Paul B. & Laura 
I.C. Apostolescu, Fairfax, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, 
VA. Godparents: Daniel & Alice Dobrin. 

Asan, Denise, daughter of Janir & Nicoleta B. Asan, 
Vaughan, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Viorel & Ana Maria Stolea. 

Asan, Sebastian, son of Janir & Nicoleta B. Asan, Vaughan, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Viorel & 
Ana Maria Stolea. 

Badiu, Christian John, son of Radu I. & Daniela L. Badiu, 
Woodbridge, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
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Ion & Carmen Pertea. 

Cabral, Nick Edward, son of Edward & Janice H. Cabral, 
San Jose, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: 
Sam & Lucretia Tremoureo. 

Casolteanu, Natalie Adeline, daughter of Gabriel & Sorina 
A. Casolteanu, Brampton, ON. St. John, Scarborough, 
ON. Godparents: Gabriel & Sorina A. Casolteanu. 

Chiru, Andrea, daughter of Emil & Carmen Chiru, 
Newmarket, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Marius & Cristina Micu. 

Chitu, Giulia Victoria, daughter of Daniel & Melissa M.A. 
Chitu, Cranberry Twp., PA. St. Andrew, McKees Rocks, 
PA. Godparent: Gianina Anghel. 

Cilnician, Sebastian Paul, son of Ovidiu N. & Alina R.M. 
Cilnician, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparent: Dan L. Dusleag. 


Circoana, Aidan, son of Petru & Felicia Circoana, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Arina 
Nummi. 

Ciulu, Carmina, daughter of Marcel & Alina L. Ciulu, 
Richmond Hill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Ovidiu & Alexandra Cristea. 

Cojocari, Elise Olivia, daughter of Dan E. & Cristina U. 
Cojocari, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Alexandru & Monica Mihalache. 

Condescu, Robert, son of Daniel & Simona A. Condescu, 
Woodbridge, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Catalin D. & Mihaela Merfu. 

Constantin, James, son of Mihai & Heidi A. Constantin, 
Ottawa, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Aurel & Smaranda Constantin. 

Constantinescu, Diana, daughter of Adrian & Mihaela C. 
Constantinescu, Maple, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Lucian & Irina Marin. 

Constantinescu, Sandra, daughter of Adrian & Mihaela 
C. Constantinescu, Maple, ON. St. John, Scarborough, 
ON. Godparents: Viorel & Rita Iosif. 

Costache, Vlad Nicholas, son of Stefan & Ecaterina C. 
Costache, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: loan & Carmen V. Agavriloai. 

Cotop, Aurora, daughter of Mihai & Florentina Cotop, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Catalin & Mihaela Merfu. 

Crisan, Roxana, daughter of Radu M. & Beatrice M. Crisan, 
Whitby, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Catalin & Rodica Hatmanu. 

Curelea, Theodor Jonathan, son of Vasile & Mirela A. 
Curelea, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Marcel Dimcea and Alexandra Baronide. 

Devine, Jack Alexander, son of Gary & Anna J. Devine, 
Canton, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Godparents: Daniel & Maria Plantus. 

Dimbeanu, Anouk, daughter of Alexandru & Andreea 
Dimbeanu, Aurora, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparent: Dana Lintea. 

Dimitriev, Victor, son of Alexandru & Amelia F. Dimitriev, 
Oakton, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. Godparents: 
Ilie & Gabriela Voina. 


ents: Serban & Aura Constantinescu. 

Barhad, Diana, daughter of Miron & Juliana Barhad, 
Mississauga, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Daniel & Simona Cheoreanu. 

Batori, Teodor, son of Calin & Maria C. Batori, Laval, 
QC. Ascension, Montreal, QC. Godparents: Toma & 
Dorina Mocanu. 

Besliu, Kevin Aidan, son of Florin M. & Daniela Besliu, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Dumitru & Alina Buzatu. 

Birsan, Julian Michael, son of Dorian & Valentina Birsan, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Liviu & Camelia Chiriac. 

Boca, Paula, daughter of Adrian Pirciu and Irina Boca, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Florin & Gabriela Isar. 

Borac, Marie Fleur, daughter of Silviu & Cleo M. Borac, 
Picton, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Gheorghe & Antoaneta Sasu. 

Botos, Oana Stephanie, daughter of Titu & Simona M. 
Botos, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Sorin & Corina Spataru. 

Bradu, Andrew Michael, son of Bogdan V. & Yulya T. 
Bradu, Middle Village, NY. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, 
Middle Village, NY. Godparent: Mihai Stefan Bradu. 

Brandea, Andrew, son of Ioan S. & Diana F. Brandea, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Lucretia Mancinelli. 

Branga, Mihai Edward, son of Sandu I. Andreea M. Branga, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
George & Tatiana Georgescu. 

Branici, Maria Veronica, daughter of Vasile N. & Mihaela 
V. Branici, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Liviu T. & Manuela E. Marcu. 

Brasoveanu, Marc Teodor, son of Dumitru & Mihaela 
Brasoveanu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Lucian & Elena Feier. 

Brasoveanu, Tia Caterina, daughter of Dumitru & Mihaela 
Brasoveanu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Lucian & Elena Feier. 

Buciu, Lorena, daughter of Constantin & Simona Buciu, 
Oakville, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
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Dineata, Anthony Andrew, son of Liviu & Julia D. Dinca, 
Drums, PA. St. Joseph, Hazleton, PA. Godparent: Rev. 
Fr. Traian Stafiuc. 

Domosaru, Christiana Ellen, daughter of Calin A. & 
Brindusa C. Domosaru, Aurora, ON. St. John, 
Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Catalin & Isabela Petrescu. 

Dontu, Bianca Alessandra, daughter of Dragos D. & Cristina 
I. Dontu, Aurora, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Rares & Craita Comsa. 

Dumitrache, Laura, daughter of Cosmin I. & Catalina A. 
Dumitrache, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: lulian P. & Gabriela Haralambie. 

Dumitru, George Christian, son of Doru O. & Mihaela C. 
Dumitru, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Dan V. , Minodora & Bianca A. Rusu. 

Enache, Andreas Stefan, son of Valentin L. & Silvia S. 
Enache, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Sergiu & Olimpia Spelciuc. 

Florea, Michael Jianu, son of Calin D. & Anca V. Florea, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Mihai & Gabriela Aluas. 

Gagu, Joshua Theodore, son of Costel & Marinela Gagu, 
Brampton, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Adrian Lungu and Gabriela Lupas. 

Georgescu, Sebastian, son of Sorin S. & Cristina Georgescu, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Marcel & Alina L. Ciulu. 

Gheorghe, Anita, daughter of Robert C. & Andreia E. 
Gheorghe, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Mircea & Ioana Bolojan. 

Ghindea, Emma Gabriela, daughter of Vasile & Andrea I. 
Ghindea, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Catalin M. & Laura Carstea. 

Girlan, Robert George, son of Ovidiu V. & Larisa M. 
Girlan, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Ovidiu & Valentina Vomir. 

Gliga, Andrei Lucian, son of Lucian & Paula A.M. Gliga, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Nicolae & Mariana Gavriliu. 

Grigoriu, Mare Adrian, son of Severus H. & Daniela 
Grigoriu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parent: Daniela Vaideanu. 

Harrison, Leonard James, son of Silvio & Michele A. 
Harrison, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Dan Sahleanu and Antonia Gheorghiu. 

Hategan, Mya Charlize Valerie, daughter of Nicole Marie 
Hategan, Westlake, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, 
OH. Godparent: Janine Kubit. 

Herteg, Carla Daria, daughter of Calin Herteg & Bogdana 
N. Cotet, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: loan & Areta Cosma. 

Hickey, Alexandra Morgan, daughter of Michael & Chris- 
tine Hickey, Akron, OH. St. George, Canton, OH. God- 
parents: Dr. David & Susan Barsan. 

Hoog, Mihai Brian William, son of Steven W. & Christine 
Hoog, Penetang, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Mihai Huma and Adriana McCarney. 

Hudea, Stefan Nicholas, son of Stelian & Ana Maria B. 
Hudea, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Florin & Monica Socol. 

Hudescu, Rebecca, daughter of Edmond D. & Mihaela 
Hudescu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Valentin & Mihaela Gaina and Sebastian & 
Andrei Gaina. 
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Iakab, Marcus, son of Desideriu & Sanda Iakab, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Bela & 
Ana Maria Ballo. 

lancic, Dennis Allen, son of Peter & Dana C. Iancic, 
Wilmington, DE. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, 
PA. Godparent: Camelia Carabeti. 

Iancu, Otilia, daughter of Radu M. & Adina R. Iancu, 
North York, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Cosmin & Alina Enuica. 

lenesel, Julia, daughter of Dan & Ana Maria Ienesel, Au- 
rora, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Dragos 
& Luminita Surpateanu. 

Iftimie, Isabelle Catherine, daughter of Radu I. & Mihaela 
C. Iftimie, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Radu & Cristina Paunescu. 

Ignat, Isabella, daughter of Cristian & Giorgiana Ignat, 
Mississauga, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Ovidiu & Cristina Velici. 

Ilie, Lucas Stephan, son of Cristian S. & Gabriela F. Ilie, 
Woodbridge, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Viorel & Dana Sabac. 

Iliescu, Teodora Maria, daughter of Daniel M. & Denisa 
M. Iliescu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Serban & Violeta M. Cretu. 

Ionescu, Julia, daughter of Bogdan & Alina M. Ionescu, 
Mississauga, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Gabriel & Mihaela Gorscovoz. i 

Jakubowski, Lia, daughter of Sean P. & Monica C.M. 
Jakubowski, Export, PA. St. Andrew, McKees Rocks, 
PA. Godparents: Radu & Roxana Moldovan. 

Jingoi, Daniel, son of Adrian L. & Mihaela A. Jingoi, 
Woodbridge, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Dan & Doina Gaiu. 

Jingoi, Sebastian Mark, son of [on & Corina Jingoi, Ajax, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Catalin N. 
& Izabela Petrescu. 

Kadas, Julia Alexandra, daughter of Alexandru Z. & Roxana 
A. Kadas, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Cristian & Alexandra Mindaianu. 

Korn, Christopher, son of Janos & Alina Korn, Kitchener, 
ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Calin & Irina 
Muresan. 

Kuzmenko, Martha Sofia, daughter of Sergiy & Laura E. 
Kuzmenko, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Radu I. & Cristina M. Iftimie. 

Lica, Stephanie Nicole, daughter of Stefan & Camelia 
Lica, Oakville, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Marius & Anda Cadar. 

Lisita, Victor Andrew, son of Adrian & Cristina M. Lisita, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Andrei & Catalina Grigorescu. 

Man, Erik Jason, son of Alexandru M. & Corina T. Man, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Radu I. & Laura S. Petconi. 

Mandoiu, Sofia Teodora, daughter of Lucian M. & Elena 
Mandoiu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Iacob & Liana Bucsa. 

Manea, Daniel, son of Viorel L. & Valerica Manea, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Marinica 
& Carmen Nichifor. 

Manole, David, son of Aurel & Daniela Manole, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Ovidiu A. 
& Joana Zega. 


Cont. on page 16 
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Marcu, Alexandru Daniel, son of Titus L. & Elena M. 
Marcu, Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parent: Adela O. Turcu. 

Marian, Christine Nicole, daughter of Ovidiu M. & Voichita 
C. Marian, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Ovidiu & Emilia Timotin. 

Marinescu, Cristian George, son of Dan C. & Sorina M.I. 
Marinescu, Mississauga, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. 
Godparents: Ovidiu & Roxana Butoi. 

Matros, Alexander, son of Daniel & Camelia Matros, 
Markham, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Carmen Branstetter. 

Measho, Lean Ghide, daughter of Berhane & Ruth M. 

Measho, Alameda, CA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. 

Godparent: Tirhas Berhane. 

Merica, Laura Emma, daughter of Alexandru & Simona 

G. Merica, Newmarket, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 

Godparents: Dorin & Elena Bejan. 

McLellan, Nadia Alexia, daughter of Alexander K. & 
Cornelia B.U. McLellan, Pittsburgh, PA. St. Andrew, 
McKees Rocks, PA. Godparent: Alexandra Bondoc. 

Micu, Edward Julian, son of Dan & Carmen Micu, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Calin & 
Oana Niculescu. 

Mihele, Maria Cristina, daughter of Cristian & Andreea 
Mihele, Aurora, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Mihai & Andreea Barbu. 

Mijaica, Nicholas Alek, son of Marian & Cecilia G. Mijaica, 
Philadelphia, PA. Descent of Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, 
PA. Godparents: Constantin & Niculina Mijaica. 

Mircea, Adrian, son of lon & Aurica Mircea, Thornhill, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Liviu & 
Dana Mircea. 

Mircea, Andreea, daughter of Liviu & Daniela C. Mircea, 
Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Victor & Renate Trifan. 

Mircea, Christina, daughter of Liviu & Daniela C. Mircea, 
Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Victor & Renate Trifan. 

Moldovan, Victoria Maria, daughter of Radu G. & Daniela 
R.U. Moldovan, Pittsburgh, PA. St. Andrew, McKees 
Rocks, PA. Godparents: Octavian & Daniela Ionescu. 

Mosu, Michelle Cornelia, daughter of Mihai & Daniela M. 
Mosu, Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Dan & Madalina Mosu. 

Mulligan, Natan Todor, son of Tom & Cristina Mulligan, 
Macomb, MI. St. Nicholas, Troy, MI. Godparents: Tiberius 
& Adina Trocea. 

Muntean, Emily Gabriela, daughter of Sorin & Ileana 
Muntean, Parma Heights, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleve- 
land, OH. Godparents: Leonard & Simona Iacobescu. 

Munteanu, Victoria Elizabeth, daughter of lon F. & Emilia 
L.C. Munteanu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, 
ON. Godparents: Adrian & Ana Faur. 

Mustafa, Crina Maria, daughter of Stefan D. & Ionela R. 
Mustafa, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Traian & Mirela Miciu. 

Neagu, Diana, daughter of Viorel & Corina Neagu, Rich- 
mond Hill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Catalin & Nicoleta Matei. 

Necula, Maria, daughter of Florin & Diana Necula, Toronto, 
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ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Luminita 
& Adrian. 

Niculescu, Sophie Joanna, daughter of Mircea & Anca 
Niculescu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Iulian & Elena C. Ursache. 

Nistor, Adina, daughter of Mircea H. & Angela Nistor, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Costin & Claudia Miron. 

Nitu, Andrew, son of Daniel Nitu & Rodica Mihaita, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Ioana Mihaita. 

Oprea, Rachel Isabelle, daughter of Florin V. & Gabriela 
Oprea, Waterloo, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Craiu & Michelle Tocitu. 

Oprita, Sebastian, son of Mircea & Luminita Oprita, 
Woodbridge, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Sorin & Anca Tanasescu. 

Padure, Emma Nicole, daughter of Mugur M. & Madalina 
C. Padure, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Nicoleta Biet and Ioana Stan. 

Paraschiv, George Alexandru, son of Bogdan & Liliana 
B. Paraschiv, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Dragos & Roxana Paraschiv. 

Paraschiv, Madeliene Grace, daughter of Stefan & Laura 
Paraschiv, Brooklyn, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Nicoleta Nicolas and Matthew Bulai. 

Pavelescu, Maria Isabella, daughter of Cristian & Andrada 
M. Pavelescu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Florina Reiter. 

Pocroianu, Adrian Mihai, son of Adrian & Laura S.P. 
Pocroianu, Guelph, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. God- 
parents: Florin & Cristina Papita. 

Pop, Alexandra Diana, daughter of loan V. & Delia M. 
Pop, Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Sebastian & Diana Feher. 

Popa, Luca Maximilian, son of Calin M. & Dana M. Popa, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Iulian & Mariana Voicu. 

Postea, Victor Alexandru, son of Eugen & Elena D. Postea, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Corin & Cristina Toporas. 

Presecan, Adrian Luca, son of Marian F. & Mihaela D. 
Presecan, Etobicoke, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Anibal Petru & Gabriela Margine. 

Puscoi, Emanuel Mihail, son of Mircea & Lucia A. Puscoi, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Liviu T. & Manuela E. Marcu. 

Radut, Sebastian, son of Catalin & Mariana R. Radut, 
Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godparents: 
Gabriel & Irina Iordache. 

Rob, Nicole Alexandra, daughter of Vladek & Livia C. 
Rob, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Gheorghe & Paraschiva Carali. 

Roman, Joanna, daughter of Radu & Cristina D. Roman, 
Dearborn Heights, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn 
Heights, MI. Godparents: Radu & Anca Stingu. 

Romanescu, Sofia, daughter of Gabriel & Craita A. 
Romanescu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: lulian & Horiana Romanescu. 

Rugina, Alissia, daughter of Claudiu & Gabriela Rugina, 
Markham, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Gheorghe & Carmen Neferu. 

Rugina, Robert Julien, son of Claudiu & Gabriela Rugina, 
Markham, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Gheorghe & Carmen Neferu. 
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Rusu, Alexandru, daughter of Gabriel B. & Delia G. Rusu, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Zorina Alliata. 

Samareanu, Erica Maria, daughter of Razvan P. & Aura 
A. Samareanu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Radu & Laura Petconi. 

Sarbu, Dennis Luca, son of Dan G. & Raluca A. Sarbu, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Cezar & Estera Caicas. 

Sava, Michael Andrew, son of Catalin & Maria C. Sava, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Gheorghe & Doina Cretan. 

Schirda, Claudia Isabella, daughter of Claudiu V. & Me- 
lissa R.B. Schirda, Pittsburgh, PA. St. Andrew, McKees 
Rocks, PA. Godparents: Lucian & Mihaela Bratulescu 
and Radu Roxana Moldovan. 

Scorteatitu-Moroianu, Erica, daughter of Adrian & 
Francisca I. Scorteatitu-Moroianu, Burlington, ON. St. 
John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Bogdan & Anca D. 
Grigorescu. 

Secara, Andrei, son of Ovidiu F. & Gabriela F. Secara, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Dan O. & Cristina Tudor. 

Serbanescu, Jennifer Anne, daughter of Stefan & Nicoleta 
Serbanescu, Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Dragos & Madalina Ana. 

Serbanescu, Sebastian, son of Silviu & Lavinia Serbanescu, 
Richmond Hill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Zodic & Liliana Hrecinic. 

Sicoe, Anthony, son of Marius & Adina Sicoe, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Calin & 
Gabriela Milosan. 

Sinevici, Carina, daughter of Mihai & Anca Sinevici, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Mihai & Nicoleta Pascutiu. 

Sirbu, Alexandra Nicole, daughter of Radu D. & Liliana 
G. Sirbu, Maple, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Vlad & Silvia Savulian. 

Sirbu, Anthony, son of Adrian & Camelia D. Sirbu, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Eugen S. 
& Roxana E. Munteanu. 

Sirbu-Rusu, Nathalie, daughter of Dumitru D. Rusu & 
Andrea Sirbu-Rusu, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, 
ON. Godparents: Gigi & Tina Bazarca. 

Solomon, Alexandra, daughter of Viorel & Cristina 
Solomon, Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Octavian & Corina Banica. 

Son, Antonia Nicole Charlotte, daughter of Alin M. & 
Andreea L.I. Son, Fredericksburg, VA. Holy Cross, Al- 
exandria, VA. Godparents: Mircea & Maria Ergosy. 

Stanica, Victor Gabriel, son of Bogdan & Monica Stanica, 
Aurora, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Mihai & Rodica Kimak. 

Stef, Monica, daughter of Leon C. & Corina A. Stef, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Anca Mardan 
and Cristian D. Mates. 

Stoica, Gwyneth Stephanie, daughter of Octavian & 
Nicoleta Stoica, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, 
ON. Godparents: Camelia Irisk and Beti Konrad. 

Stoica, Olyn Christopher, son of Magdin M. & Andreea 
I. Stoica, Camp Belleville, ON. St. John, Scarborough, 
ON. Godparents: Ciprian Malaia and Alexandra Volintiru. 

Stroescu, Nicole, daughter of Marius & Anca M. Stroescu, 
Richmond Heights, OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, 
OH. Godparents: Dr. Mark & Simona Davis. 
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Tamas, Stephanie, daughter of Florin G. & Cristina L.R. 
Tamas, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Claudiu & Gabriela Ban. 

Tanasescu, Teodora, daughter of Sorin & Anca Tanasescu, 
Thornhill, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Sorin & Liana Beca. 

Tasca, Alessia Nicole, daughter of Leontin G. & Anca C. 
Tasca, Mississauga, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Dragan & Olghita Ianuseu. 

Teasco, Mihai, son of Eduard & Ludmila C. Teasco, Toronto, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Octavian & 
Mihaela Ghiricociu. 

Teodosiu, Alexia, daughter of Calin G. & Marta Teodosiu, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Andrei & Mihaela Teodosiu. 

Teodosiu, Jason, son of Calin G. & Marta Teodosiu, Toronto, 
ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Andrei & 
Mihaela Teodosiu. 

Thompson, Tyson Carter Daniel, son of Clair Alexander 
& Laura C. Thompson, Toronto, ON. St. John, 
Scarborough, ON. Godparent: Paula Dana Craig. 

Thorn, Michael Andrew, son of Alexander F. & Christine 
M. Thorn, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Cristian & Madalina Fador. 

Toma, Eric Alexander, son of Adrian I. & Liliana M. 
Toma, Concord, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Cornel & Maria Suciu. 

Totonea, Victoria, daughter of Simion M. & Bianca E. 
Totonea, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Andrei & Claudia T. Gherghin. 

Tranca, Daniel George, son of Mircea & Monica Tranca, 
Grand Rapids, MI. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godpar- 
ents: Sorin & Carmen Racu. 

Trana, loan Aidan, son of Tudor N. & Magdalena L. 
Trana, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. God- 
parents: Alexandru E. & Elena M. Iliescu. 

Vaduva, Sophia, daughter of Valentin & Elena D. Vaduva, 
Aijax, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: Dan 
& Mirela Lazaroiu. 

Vasile, Theodor Armand, son of Sebastian & Magdalena 
M. Vasile, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Dumitru & Anca Popescu. 

Vasilianu, Christopher Nicholas, son of Vlad R. & Adriana 
N. Vasilianu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Dan & Stefania Danciulescu. 

Vick, Julian Michael, son of William & Nadina D. Vick, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Mircea & Anca Teodorescu. 

Vladuc, Maria Lucia, daughter of Mihai & Mirela I.B. 
Vladuc, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. God- 
parents: Mihai & Gina Georgescu. 

Zapucioiu, Marco Andrei, son of Ion & Mihaela L. 
Zapucioiu, Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. 
Godparents: Marius & Doinita Vladutu. 

Zega, Victor Dumitru, son of Ovidiu A. & Ioana Zega, 
Toronto, ON. St. John, Scarborough, ON. Godparents: 
Aurel & Daniela Manole. 


MARRIAGES 


Cabral, Nick Edward and Georgeta Adela Capusan, San 
Jose, CA. Holy Cross, San Jose, CA. Godparents: Mircea 
& Brenda Dragomir. 
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Catrone, Jeremy James and Oliviana Laura Grama, 
Fayetteville, NC. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. 
Godparents: Craig & Kristin Shinkarik. 

Dragan, Sorin and Bianca Ioana Ciutacu, Toronto, ON. 
St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Adrian & Valentina 
Buica. 

Mazat, Hristu and Alisa Georgiana Ciripan, Richmond 
Hill, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Florin 
& Monica Calin. 

Petre, Sebastian and Aurelia Burlibasa, Parma Heights, 
OH. St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland, OH. Godparents: 
Liviu & Simona Turbatu. 

Petrovic, Jon and Margareta Jenej, Middle Village, NY. 
Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. Godpar- 
ents: Dr. Doru & Laura Buza. 

Puscas, Radu Valentin and Melania Plaiasu, Woodbridge, 
ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: Marcel & 
Diana Salajan. 

Spirleanu, Catalin Ionut and Patricia Marget Cosford, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Denis & Sorina Plante. 

Stefan, Simeon and Florika Kracun, Ridgewood, NY. 
Sts. Michael & Gabriel, Middle Village, NY. Godpar- 
ents: Jonel & Marioara Pasula. 


RECEIVED INTO THE CHURCH 


Catrone, Jeremy James, Fayetteville, NC. St. Mary Ca- 
thedral, Cleveland, OH. Rev. Fr. Remus Grama. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Bulboaca, Preoteasa Ana, 84. St. Mary, Anaheim, CA. 
Ciora, Aurelia, 91. Holy Cross, Hermitage, PA. 
Gutierrez, Cynthia Marie, 56. Sts. Peter & Paul, 
Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Lupu, Petru, 83. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Mihaiu, Diana Marie, 55. Sts. Peter & Paul, 
Dearborn Heights, MI. 
Nicola, Milomirca, 72. Sts. Michael & Gabriel, 
Middle Village, NY. 
Turi, Niculina, 91. St. Nicholas, Troy, MI. 


FOURTH 
ANNIVERSARY 


The Ascension of the Lord 


Orthodox Monastery, Detroit, 
Michigan, celebrated the Fourth 
Anniversary of its founding on the 
St. Polycarp feast day, 
February 23. 


18 PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 


OCF’s REAL BREAK 2005: 
LIFE-CHANGING 
EXPERIENCES FOR STUDENTS 


(OCMC, January 28, 2005) - Orthodox college stu- 
dents will have life-changing experiences as they help 
hundreds in need through OCF’s Real Break program in 
2005. The Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF), the 
official campus ministry effort of SCOBA, has begun 
registration for its 2005 Real Break trips. Real Break 
provides alternatives to “traditional” spring breaks for 
Orthodox college students, and gives them instead a full 
Christian experience of fellowship and service to oth- 
ers. The program provides opportunities for spiritual 
growth and one-on-one interaction with a priest accom- 
panying each group. 

From February 26 to April 2, 2005, nine Real Break 
trips are scheduled. Trips are planned to return to all 
five 2004 locations including the Hogar Rafael Ayau 
Orphanage in Guatemala (March 26 — April 2), Project 
Mexico (March 19-26), the Aleutian Villages in Eklutna, 
Alaska (March 5-12), Raphael House in San Francisco 
(February 26 — March 5), and St. George the Martyr 
Monastery in Greece (March 12-20). Two new locations 
scheduled for 2005 are a Special Education Orphanage 
in El Salvador and a campus of Trinity Children and 
Family Services in Los Angeles, California. 

The Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) 
encourages Orthodox college students to take advantage 
of these exciting opportunities for fellowship and ser- 
vice to others through OCF’s Real Break program. Reg- 
istration and more information can be found on the OCF 
website at www.ocf.net or by calling 1-800-919-1OCF. 


Over 300 College ... 


Cont. from page 6 

Executive Committee and aided by a sixteen-person 
Student Advisory Board. The office is located in Bos- 
ton, MA, where a full time staff develops OCF pro- 
grams and resources. 

The staff is available to guide and support local 
OCF chapters through communication with the larger 
Orthodox community, national programs, and devel- 
opment of resources for use by Orthodox college stu- 
dents. SCOBA designated the 3rd Sunday in Septem- 
ber each year as “College Student Sunday” to raise 
awareness of our students on campus and OCF's ac- 
tivities. 

OCF will continue to grow these conferences, which 
have become powerful influences in the spiritual lives 
of Orthodox Christian young adults. For more infor- 
mation, or to become a participant in future College 
Conferences or OCF programs, go to www.ocf.net or 
call 800-919-1OCF. 
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ÎNCEPUTUL SFÂNTULUI ŞI MARELUI 
Post AL PAşTELUI 


Din mila lui Dumnezeu, Cel în Treime Preamărit, 
ne apropiem de o perioadă mai deosebită din calendarul 
creştin ortodox - a Sfântului şi Marelui Post al Paştelui. 
Această perioadă este premergătoare şi pregătitoare 
Praznicului Slăvitei Invieri, fiind prilej de reînnoire şi 
bucurie pentru toţi credincioşii, urcuş spre viaţa cea 
veşnică, deoarece Hristos, Domnul nostru, ne-a “trecut 
de la moarte la viaţă şi de pe pământ la cer”, scăpându- 
ne de asuprirea diavolului. 

Deşi este o perioadă de sfinţenie şi curăţire a sufletului 
şi a trupului, tentatiile şi ispitele sunt mai mari, iar 
diavolul încearcă să ne atace mai mult ca oricând şi să 
ne depărteze de Sfânta Biserică şi de cele sfinte. Este 
lucrarea potrivnică a diavolului împotrivă fiilor Sfintei 
Biserici, şi doreşte că cei placuti lui Dumnezeu să 
cadă în ispite. Dar noi, ca adevăraţi fii ai Bisericii, 
suntem datori să nu cădem pradă acestei înşelăciuni şi 
să nu fim parte din lucrarea diavolului, pentru că noi 
trebuie să slujim Sfintei Biserici şi să îi fim devotați 
prin rugăciune şi slujire. 

Ca în orice comunitate ortodoxă, bine organizată şi 
temătoare de Dumnezeu, şi în parohia dumneavoastra, 
ca de altfel şi în alte parohii, îşi face apariţia lucrarea 
diavolului care încearcă să dezbine pe fiii Sfintei 
Biserici. Dar, dacă noi suntem înarmaţi cu credinţă 
puternică în Dumnezeu, pace, înţelegere şi dragoste 
creştină, atunci vom putea depăşi cu bine aceste 
încercări. Fiind creştini, avem datoria de a lucra cu 
dragoste şi pace unii cu alţii şi să ne iubim unii pe 
alţii, evitând pe cât putem toată reaua încercare. Este 
greu, cu încercări, cu ispite de tot felul, dar Dumnezeu 
ne ajută să trecem de acestea şi ne va dărui răsplata 
cea de pe urmă pentru ceea ce noi am făcut şi contribuit 
pentru binele şi mărirea Bisericii. 

Si noi, Ierarhii Sfintei Episcopii, trudim cu timp şi 
fără timp, să apărăm Sfânta Biserica a lui Hristos şi să 
o întărim, suntem împreună lucrători cu fraţiile voastre 
în rugăciune şi luptă faţă de încercările ce vin din 
partea vrăjmaşului, ce apare în lume între fiii noştri 
duhovniceşti. Dorim să ajutăm şi să protejăm turma şi 
Biserica cea încredinţată nouă, dar îndemnăm şi vrem 
să găsim o cale creştină de a ne apăra de cele potrivnice. 
Prin rugăciune, pace de la Dumnezeu şi încredere în 
slujitorii lui Dumnezeu care sunt Ierarhii şi Preoţii, 
numai aşa vom putea să rezolvăm şi să depăşim aceste 
obstacole. Atât ierarhia, cât şi preoţii şi poporul cel 
binecredincios, trebuie să fie întotdeauna atenţi şi 
treji în apărarea Bisericii, şi să o facă pe cale creştină, 
cu dăruire şi smerenie, până la sacrificii supreme. 

Iubiti credincioşi, dorim că trupul Sfintei Biserici 
să trăiască în armonie şi pace, iar Bunul Dumnezeu va 
păzi şi ajuta pe cei credincioşi şi placuti Lui, căci 
diavolul doreşte dezbinare, iar Dumnezeu unire, 
binecuvântare şi pace, iar noi suntem datori să alegem 
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pacea, unirea şi binecuvântarea, pentru a fi “o turmă 
şi un păstor.” 

Vă purtăm în ale noastre smerite rugăciuni (mai 
ales la acest început de post), iar cu ajutorul lui 
Dumnezeu şi a Preacuratei Maicii Sale, înarmaţi cu 
puterea cinstitei şi de viaţă făcătoarei Cruci, cu 
mijlocirile Sfinţilor, să ajungem impacati unii cu alţii 
la Slăvită Inviere şi să ne bucurăm cu toţii de biruinţa 
vieţii asupra morţii. 

Cu binecuvântări arhiereşti şi pururea smerite 
rugăciuni spre mântuire, 

+NATHANIEL 
Arhiepiscop al Episcopiei Ortodoxe 
Române din America 


A 25-A ANIVERSARE A 
HIROTONIEI ÎNTRU ARHIEREU A 
INALT PREA SFINTITULUI 
ARHIEPISCOP NATHANIEL 
RIDICARE DE FONDURI PENTRU 
FONDUL DE CARITATE LA 
DISPOZIŢIA ARHIEPISCOPULUI 
(A.C.E. FUND) 


Anul acesta, Înalt Prea Sfinţitul Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel va sărbători a 25 aniversare a hirotoniei 
întru arhiereu. Pentru a sărbători această aniversare, 
banchete festive vor fi ţinute în întreaga Episcopie. 
Aceasta oportunitate va fi folosită pentru a ridica 
support pentru “Fondul de Caritate la dispoziţia 
Arhiepiscopului”, “Archbishop's Charity Endow- 
ment” (A.C.E.) Fund. Acest fond a fost înfiinţat la 
data de 4 decembrie 1999, de către Consiliul 
Episcopesc pentru ajutorarea săracilor, opresatilor 
şi celor în nevoi. Datele stabilite pentru această 
aniversare în fiecare Potopopiat sunt următoarele: 


6 martie, Sfânta Treime, Miramar, FL 
19 iunie, Sfânta Treime, Los Angeles, CA 
26 iunie, Catedrala Sf. Maria, Cleveland, OH 
24 iulie, Sf. Gheorghe, Toronto, ON 
25 septembrie, Sf. Maria, Queens, NY 
2 octombrie, Catedrala Sf. Gheorghe, 
Regina, SK 
16 octombrie, Naşterea Domnului, 
Chicago, IL 
13 noiembrie, Catedrala Sf. Gheorghe, 
Southfield, MI 


er e Dea pe ei cae end CE Co e e BI 


CuvANT DE SUFLET 


Întâlnirea Cu Hristos 


Întreaga învăţătură a Sfintei Scripturi dă mărturie 
despre faptul că omul, ca şi creaţie a lui Dumnezeu 
este dependent de Acesta şi împlinirea existenţei sale 
se află în felul cum el înţelege să trăiască şi să dezvolte 
această relaţie cu Cel ce l-a cinstit prin însăşi aducerea 
la viaţă, cu Dumnezeu. 

Că Dumnezeu nu şi-a dorit ca omul să pribegească 
în necunoaştere, departe de comuniunea cu El, o vedem 
în trimiterea printre noi a Fiului Său, a Domnului 
nostru lisus Hristos, care nu a venit între străini, ci 
după cuvântul Scripturii “întru ale Sale a venit.” (In 
1,11) Dar cine este acest Hristos care-l cheamă pe om 
dintru adâncul păcatului, la un dialog veşnic de iubire, 
dialog ce începe în această lume şi va dăinui pururea 
în împărăţia lui Dumnezeu? 

În Prologul Evangheliei de la loan, Hristos e 
identificat cu “Lumina cea adevărată, care luminează 
pe tot omul ce vine in lume” (In 1,9), iar Apostolul 
Natanael, asemeni acestuia şi Apostolul Petru ulte- 
rior, îl recunoaşte în persoana lui Hristos pe Fiul lui 
Dumnezeu, pe regele lui Israel (In 1,49). Intâlnirea cu 
Hristos devine aşadar întâlnirea cu Fiul lui Dumnezeu, 
cu Cel Care ca “rob” şi “slugă” a venit să încununeze 
chipul făpturii cu nimbul sfinteniei şi al regăsirii cu 
Dumnezeu. 

La întâlnirea cu Hristos nici nu venim de nicăieri şi 
nici nu ne îndreptăm spre nicăieri. Lipsa de fermitate 
şi necunoasterea nu îşi au locul în această relaţie. Ca 
noi să-L întâlnim pe Domnul, El este Cel Care a venit 
mai întâi spre întâmpinarea noastră, asumându-şi 
umanitatea şi aşezându-o de-a dreapta Tatălui. A venit 
Hristos Domnul şi ne-a cunoscut neputintele, spre a 
şti cum să ne ajute in vindecarea lor. Şi nu numai că 
a venit şi s-a întâlnit cu noi, dar S-a şi identificat cu 
neputinta noastră, El Cel fără de neputinţă, rastignindu- 
se din dragoste pentru noi, şi dându-ne astfel îndrăzneală 
în relaţia cu El. 

Dreptul Simeon este poate cel mai semnificativ 
exemplu de urmat atunci când ne pregătim de întâlnirea 
cu Hristos, şi mă gândesc aici la răbdarea şi perseverenta 
cu care acest înţelept aştepta pe treptele templului din 
Ierusalim momentul cel mare al întâlnirii cu Pruncul 
lisus. Asemenea acestuia, şi noi suntem chemaţi, dincolo 
de preocupările noastre zilnice şi de stresul inerent al 
vieţii de zi cu zi, să facem din întâlnirea cu Hristos cel 
mai tainic şi mai important moment al fiecărei zi, şi 
mai mult, să permanentizăm această întâlnire, astfel 
încât ea să devină un izvor de bucurie continua. 

Intr-o vreme în care din ce în ce mai mulţi oameni 
îşi găsesc supremele bucurii în varii împliniri materiale 
şi absolutizează dimensiunea materială a existenţei, 
misiunea creştinilor este din ce în ce mai actuală. Ei 
trebuie să arate lumii, că ne putem bucura cu adevărat 
de cele ale lumii acesteia, în măsura în care ne bucurăm 
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mai întâi de Domnul. Materia nu e opusă spiritului, ci 
greşeala constă în folosirea acesteia în afara relaţiei 
cu Dumnezeu. Sfântul Isaac Sirul se întreba la un 
moment dat ce înseamnă viaţa veşnică, şi tot el îşi 
răspundea: cunoaşterea lui Dumnezeu. Dar cunoaşterea 
lui Dumnezeu ce e? Si concluziona el: vederea tuturor 
lucrurilor în Dumnezeu. 

Suntem în mod profund legaţi de Hristos şi fără de 
El nu ne putem mântui şi nici împlini în această lume, 
după cuvântul Scripturii: “Eu sunt viţa, voi sunteţi 
mlădiţele. Cel ce rămâne in Mine şi Eu in el, acela 
aduce roadă multă, căci fără Mine nu puteţi face nimic.” 
(In 15,5). Fericitul Augustin a surprins şi el în cuvintele 
sale, această dependenţă a omului de relaţia ce 
Dumnezeu: “Din tine sunt lipit Doamne şi neliniştit 
este sufletul meu până ce nu se va odihni întru Tine.” 


Ceea ce creştinismul a adus nou lumii şi prin aceasta 
a produs abolirea sclaviei, a fost valoarea pe care a 
acordat-o persoanei umane, ca atare, aproapelui nostru, 
oricare ar fi acesta. Mântuitorul Hristos a făcut din 
iubirea aproapelui esenţa Evangheliei, arătându-ne că 
nu ne putem iubi pe noi înşine dacă nu ne iubim 
aproapele. Cu alte cuvinte, întâlnirea cu Hristos 
presupune în prealabil întâlnirea cu aproapele nostru. 
lar descoperirea aproapelui înseamnă nimic mai puţin 
decât o întâlnirea cu tine însuţi, după cuvântul arhim. 
Sofronie de la Essex-Anglia, care spunea că “viaţa 
fratelui meu e propria mea viaţă.” 


Pentru creştinii ortodocşi, întâlnirea cu Hristos 
înseamnă viaţă in Hristos şi prin aceasta integrare în 
viaţa liturgică a Bisericii. Biserica este Trupul lui 
Hristos şi este cea care îl face prezent pe Hristos în 
orice colţ al lumii. Taina Bisericii este aceaşi oriunde 
există creştini ortodocşi. Si ne bucurăm să vedem că 
oriunde dăinuie suflet românesc în lume, dăinuie şi 
Biserica strămoşească. Începutul prezenţei românilor 
în America coincide şi cu începutul prezenţei Ortodoxiei 
româneşti în Lumea Nouă şi ceea ce putem înţelege 
de aici este că pentru românii ortodocşi americani, 
întâlnirea cu Hristos era şi este atât de vitală, încât nu 
au putut şi nu pot trăi fără Biserică. Astfel că, oriunde 
se stabilesc români se pun şi pietre de temelie la noi 
biserici, fapt ce demonstrează că întâlnirea cu Hristos 
şi dragostea de cele sfinte ne caracterizează ca neam 
şi ar trebui să ne unească. 

De multe ori ne este descrisă sfintenia ca o renunțare 
totală la lume, ca ceva aproape imposibil de realizat 
de către omul de rând, însă lucrurile sunt de multe ori 
mai simple decât par. Hristos ne cere fiecăruia inimă 
curată şi dragoste neţărmurită faţă de Dumnezeu ŞI 
faţă de aproapele. Aceasta este calea pe care au mers 
sfinţii şi la capătul căreia l-au întâlnit pe Domnul 
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PAROHIA ORTODOXA ROMANA “INVIEREA 
DOMNULUI” DIN HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA, 
A SĂRBĂTORIT A 40-A ANIVERSARE 


În drum spre Hayward, sâmbăta 13 noiembrie 2004, 
Prea Sfinţitul Episcop Irineu a participat la Sfânta 
Liturghie în biserica Sfinţilor Arhangheli Mihail şi 
Gavriil din Sacramento, Capitala Californiei, păstorită 
cu multă dăruire de către P.C. Preot Iconom Stavrofor 
Florin Mihalache, după care a ţinut un cuvânt de 
învăţătură. Sfânta Liturghie a fost oficiată de către 
Prea Cuviosul Arhimandrit Mihail Filimon, Starețul 
Mănăstirii Inaltarea Domnului din Detroit, P.C. 
Protopop Constantin Tofan, P.C. Preot Florin 
Mihalache, şi diaconii Sebastian Dumitraşcu şi Emil 
Ardelean. 

Slujba vecerniei de sâmbătă seara s-a ţinut la Parohia 
Învierea Domnului din Hayward, în prezenţa unui 
număr mare de credincioşi, Prea Sfinţitul Irineu fiind 
primit cu multă dragoste de către P.C. Părinte Paroh 
Dumitru Ionescu. La sfârşitul slujbei de seară, lerarhul 
a ţinut cuvânt de învăţătură, după care a urmat o 
agapă creştinească la Casa Română, unde Prea Sfinţitul 
Irineu s-a întâlnit cu membrii Consiliului Parohial şi 
ai Casei Române în vederea Sfintirii Bisericii în 
primăvara anului 2005. 


În dimineaţa zilei de 14 noiembrie 2004, la orele 10 
a început Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească la care au 
participat pe lângă Prea Sfinţitul Irineu, şi P.Cuv. 
Arhim. Mihail Filimon, P.C. Preot Constantin Tofan, 
P.C. Preot Constantin Lăpuşte, Preotul Paroh Dumitru 
Ionescu şi lerodiaconul Sebastian Dumitraşcu, asistați 
de un număr mare de credincioşi veniţi din toate zonele 
Californiei pentru a se bucura cu toţii la aniversarea 
bisericii. La sfârşitul Sfintei Liturghii, Prea Sfinţitul a 
ținut un inaltator cuvânt de învăţătură despre rolul 
Bisericii în viaţa noastră, îndemnând pe toţi cei prezenţi 
la o mai frecventă participare la Sfintele Slujbe din 
cadrul Sfintei noastre Biserici, care nu este altceva 
decât împărăţia Cerului pe pământ şi a oferit părintelui 
Ionescu ““Gramata” cu ocazia aniversării, urând totodată 
parohiei “Învierea Domnului”, preotului paroh cât şi 
credincioşilor prezenţi, ani mulţi cu sănătate şi împliniri. 

A urmat banchetul aniversar în Sala Socială a Casei 
Române, unde s-a servit mâncare românească pregătită 
cu multă dragoste şi dăruire de Reuniunea Doamnelor 
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HRAMUL PAROHIEI ORTODOXE ROMANE DIN 
PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA, ÎNCHINATĂ SFINŢILOR 
ARHANGHELI MIHAIL ŞI GAVRIIL 


Cu o zi înainte de prăznuirea Sfinţilor Arhangheli 
Mihail şi Gavriil pe 7 noiembrie 2004, fiind duminică, 
la invitaţia Consiliului Parohial şi a Preotului Paroh 
Liviu Popa, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop Vicar Irineu a 
participat la hramul bisericii, prăznuirea începând cu 
slujba Vecerniei şi a Litiei de sâmbătă seara, însoţit 
fiind de Prea Cuviosul Arhimandrit Mihail Filimon, 
stareţul Mănăstirii Înălţarea Domnului din Detroit, de 
ierodiaconul Sebastian şi de teologul Dan Hoarste, 
Preşedintele AROY, care se afla în acea perioadă în 
California. În dimineaţa zilei de duminică, biserica 
din Palm Springs era plină de credincioşi ca niciodată, 
bucuria duhovnicească de participare la un astfel de 
eveniment, văzându-se pe feţele tuturor. Prea Sfinţitul 
a fost primit cu tradiționala pâine şi sare, pe care a 
binecuvântat-o spre înmulţire în casele şi în parohia 
din Palm Springs, iar copiii îmbrăcaţi în costume 
populare româneşti, au oferit flori înaltului oaspete. 
După intrarea în Biserică, a început Sfânta Liturghie, 
la care a participat şi Consulul General al României 
cu sediul la Los Angeles, Domnul Claudiu Lucaci, 
răspunsurile la Sfânta Liturghie fiind date de către 
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Doamna Preoteasa Titiana Popa, ajutata de cele doua 
fete şi de credincioşii prezenţi. Predica zilei a fost 
ținută de către Prea Cuviosul Arhimandrit Mihail 
Filimon. La sfârşitul Sfintei Liturghii, Prea Sfinţitul a 
mulţumit pentru frumoasa primire şi a oferit o gramată 
de apreciere Doamnei Preotese Tiţiana Popa, pentru 
activitatea sa ca pictor de icoane, iar părintelui Liviu 
Popa, i-a oferit distincţia de “purtător de cruce”, spre 
încurajare în activitatea misionar-pastorală. După 
miruirea credincioşilor, s-a vizitat în sala socială a 
bisericii, expoziţia de icoane pe lemn şi sticlă, executate 
cu multă măiestrie şi dăruire de Doamna Preoteasă 
Tiţiana. În încheiere a avut loc o masă festivă cu 
ocazia Hramului, afară în curtea bisericii, însoţită de 
un frumos program artistic, servindu-se preparate cu 
specific românesc şi s-au ţinut cuvântări prin care s- 
a urat parohiei şi credincioşilor ei, tot binele şi împliniri 
în viaţa de zi cu zi. 

Mulţumim pe această cale Consiliului Parohial, D- 
lui Preşedinte Octavian Popaluca, Părintelui Liviu şi 
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EDUCAREA CREŞTINĂ A FAMILIEI 


Sfântul Mucenic Haralambie 
10 februarie 


Sfântul Haralambie, episcopul cetăţii Magnezia, a 
suferit ca martir la o vârstă înaintată (113 ani), în 
P timpul împăratului roman Sever. Si cu cât el suferea 
: mai mult, cu atât se converteau mai multi oameni la 
Hristos. Nu se converteau doar cei ce vedeau credinţa 
şi minunile acestui sfânt, ci de multe ori, se converteau 
chiar cei ce-l chinuiau. Astfel, din ordinul lui Luchian 
şi Luchie, slujitorii Porfirie şi Vaptos au fost puşi să- 
| tortureze pe Sfântul Haralambie şi l-au torturat cum 
era ordinul, dar au fost atât de impresionați de sfânt 
încât ei înşişi s-au convertit şi au fost ucişi pentru 
aceasta. "Atunci Luchie s-a sculat de la locul său, a 
luat singur uneltele de tortură şi a început a-l chinui 
pe Sfântul Haralambie, strujindu-i tare trupul. Dar 
îndată i s-au rupt mâinile din coate ca tăiate de sabie, 
| apoi s-au lipit şi atârnau de trupul mucenicului, ...iar 
ighemonul, alergând şi văzând mâinile acestuia agatate 
de trupul mucenicului, a scuipat în faţa acestuia şi 
îndată capul ighemonului s-a sucit înapoi” (Vieţile 
Sfinţilor). Cei aflaţi de faţă l-au rugat pe sfânt să-i 
vindece pe cei doi, iar sfântul, arătând că învăţătura 
creştină cere iubire şi nu răzbunare, s-a rugat la 
Dumnezeu şi cei doi s-au vindecat. Luchie s-a botezat, 
iar ighemonul Luchian a încetat prigoana creştinilor 
Atunci s-au botezat mulţi din cetate. 

Împăratul Sever a trimis soldaţi să-l prindă pe Sfântul 
Haralambie, iar aceştia l-au chinuit, “iar barba lui cea 
lungă împletindu-o ca pe o funie au pus-o pe grumajii 
săi, de care trăgeau pe sfântul pe cale, ducându-l la 
împărat. Dar mergând cale de cincisprezece stadii de 
la cetatea Magnezia, un cal ce mergea pe partea dreaptă, 
întorcându-se spre ostaşi, a vorbit cu glas de om...” 
Calul i-a mustrat pe ostaşi pentru cruzimea lor, iar 
aceştia s-au cutremurat de spaimă. 

Sfântul Haralambie a fost chinuit din ordinul 
împăratului Sever şi a făcut multe minuni în faţa 
acestuia şi acestea văzând, s-au creştinat mulţi din cei 
de faţă. Astfel, a scos demonul dintr-un “om îndrăcit 
de multă vreme, pe care de 35 de ani îl chinuia diavolul, 
izgonindu-l prin pustietati şi prin munţi, aruncându-l 
în păduri şi bălți şi prin crăpăturile pământului ca să- 
| piară”. De asemenea, a înviat un tânăr. Imparatul era 
uimit de ceea ce vedea, dar întărâtat de eparhul său, 
Crisp, a început a spune blasfamii şi “arzând de mânie 
a luat un arc şi încordându-l, a azvârlit săgeata spre 
înălţime zicând: «Vino aici, Hristoase...ca iată gătesc 
asupra Ta război! Am destule puteri să stau împotriva 
Ta! Pogoară-Te şi stai puţin aproape de mine, iar de 
nu, apoi voi surpa cerurile, voi stinge soarele şi Te voi 
prinde cu mâinile!>> “. Atunci “maniindu-se Dumnezeu 
în cer, pământul se clătina ca o frunză şi se auzeau de 
sus din nori glasuri înfricoşate, fulgere şi tunete şi au 
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murit de frică mulţi oameni, iar împăratul şi Crisp 
eparhul erau legaţi cu nevăzute legături şi spânzurau 
în văzduh” (Vieţile Sfinţilor). Împăratul l-a rugat pe 
Sfântul Haralambie să intervină la Dumnezeu pentru 
iertare, iar Dumnezeu, ascultând rugăciunea sfântului 
a oprit pedeapsa. Cu toate acestea, împăratul nu s-a 
liniştit decât pentru o vreme; în schimb, fiica lui, 
Galini s-a creştinat împreună cu mulţi alţii. Chiar 
după toate acestea, împăratul nu s-a convertit ci, până 
la urmă, l-a condamnat pe sfânt la moarte prin tăiere 
cu sabia. Totuşi, execuţia nu a avut loc, deoarece în 
timp ce-şi spunea ultima rugăciune “s-au deschis 
cerurile şi S-a pogorât la dânsul Domnul cu mulţimea 
sfinţilor îngeri“ şi l-a întrebat ce răsplată vrea pentru 
suferinţele îndurate, iar Sfântul Haralambie , după ce 
a mulţumit, a cerut ca *...oriunde se vor pune moaştele 
mele şi se va cinsti pomenirea mea, să nu fie foamete 
în locul acela sau aer stricăcios, care să piardă roadele. 
Ci să fie mai ales în locrile acelea pace şi sănătate 
trupească, mântuire sufletească şi îndestulare de grâu 
şi de vin, cum şi înmulţire de dobitoace, pentru trebuinta 
oamenilor. Doamne, Tu ştii că oamenii sunt trup şi 
sânge, iartă-le lor păcatele şi le dă îmbelşugare din 
roadele pământului, cu îndestulare, ca pentru osteneala 
lor să se sature şi să se îndulcească, preamărindu-Te 
pe Tine, Dumnezeul lor, Dătătorul tuturor bunatatilor; 
iar roua ce se pogoară de la Tine să le fie tămăduitoare. 
O, Doamne, Dumnezeul meu, varsă peste toţi harul 
tau şi îi izbaveste de boala ciumei!” Domnul I-a promis 
Sfântului împlinirea dorinţei, iar soldaţii au văzut 
sufletul Sfântului suindu-se la cer. 
Sfântul Haralambie se sărbătoreşte în fiecare an, pe 
10 Februarie. 
Întrebări pentru părinţi: A 
- Ştiu copiii noştri ce sunt martirii? Inteleg ei cât de 
multă dragoste aveau aceştia pentru Dumnezeu, cât 
de mult curaj le trebuia să mărturisescă cu îndrăzneală 
credinţa lor, deşi ştiau că vor suferi chinuri mari şi 
îşi vor pierde şi viata pentru aceasta? Le-aţi vorbit 
de mulţimea creştinilor care erau aruncaţi să fie 
sfâşiaţi de lei sau ucişi de gladiatori în arenele 
romane? Le-aţi vorbit de mângâ:ierile sufleteşti pe 
care le primeau aceştia de la Dumnezeu în timpul 
martirajului? Oare nu învăţăm nimic de la martiri? 
- Dacă lor nu le-a fost frică, în acele vremuri, să-şi 
mărturisească credinţa, noi de ce ezităm să spunem 
că suntem creştini, de frică să nu râdă colegii noştri 
de noi numindu-ne “învechiţi (old fashion )”, sau 
de teamă “să nu-i jignim pe cei de altă religie”?. 
Sataniştilor nu le e jenă să spună cine sunt, nici 
vrăjitorilor (vezi Herry Potter), nici sectarilor. Noi 
Cont. la pag. 24 
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de ce nu avem curaj? Dacă totuşi nu avem curaj 
putem să ne rugăm: “Doamne, întăreşte-mă să rămân 
în credinţa mea, Doamne, întăreşte-mi credinţa!” 
Nu e nici o ruşine să-ţi recunosti slăbiciunile în faţa 
lui Dumnezeu; oricum, El ştie slăbiciunile noastre. 
Nouă ne rămâne doar să le recunoaştem - şi este 
înţelept să cerem ajutor de la Dumnezeu să ne 
învingem slăbiciunile. Pentru că dacă nu vom cere 
ajutor de la Dumnezeu, de la cine vom cere? 

- Stiu copiii ce este sufletul? Sufletul este “o substanţă 
vie, simplă, fără trup şi de natură invizibilă, activând 
trupul căruia îi aduce viaţă, creştere, senzaţie şi 
reproducere. Mintea nu este distinctă de suflet, ci 
serveşte ca fereastră a sufletului. Sufletul este liber, 
dăruit cu voinţa şi puterea de a acţiona. Impreună 
cu trupul, sufletul este creat de Dumnezeu după 
chipul Său. Sufletul omului niciodată nu moare.” 
(Orthodox Study Bible). Pentru copiii mici e mai 
greu de înţeles, dar e bine să le explicăm cât putem. 

- Răzvrătirea împăratului Sever împotriva lui 
Dumnezeu, cuvintele lui, ne amintesc cuvintele pe 
care profesorii noştri erau obligaţi să ni le spună în 
vremurile de tristă amintire ale “ateismului ştiinţific” 
din România. Dar oare copiii noştri sunt feriti de a 
asculta asemenea blesfemii? Să nu ne înşelăm. Cei 
din universităţi sunt spălaţi la creier de aşa zişii 
“filozofi moderni” care, negându-L pe Dumnezeu 
le propagă sinuciderea ca singura ieşire din această 
lume fără de sens. Am stat noi de vorbă cu copiii 
noştri şi avem idee cum este privită relaţia om- 
Dumnezeu in şcoala lor? l-am învăţat să facă 
deosebirea între ce este adevărat şi ce pare să fie 
adevărat, între ceea ce e bun şi ceea ce doar pare a 
fi bun, dar în realitate e rău? Această educaţie 
trebuie făcută zi de zi, prin lectură şi prin discuţii, 
când citim cărţi, ziare, ne uităm la televizor, sau 
discutăm despre ce au învăţat copiii noştri la şcoală. 

Maica Preoteasă 


Cuvânt de Suflet 


Cont. de la pag. 20 
Hristos şi au făcut mai apoi din viaţa lor o perpetuă 
întâlnire cu El. 

Viaţa aceasta este asemenea unui neîncetat “drum 
al Damascului”, în care Hristos Domnul ne cheamă la 
întâlnirea cu El, oferindu-ne totul, chiar puterea de a 
ne schimba total asemenea lui Saul din Tars, devenit 
Apostolul Pavel. 

Facă Bunul Dumnezeu ca între noi să nu fie nimeni 
lipsit de întâlnirea cu Hristos Domnul, iar viaţa fiecăruia 
în parte să fie binecuvântată cu roua harului celui de 
sus! 

+ IRINEU, Episcop Vicar 
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Parohia Ortodoxă Română ... 


Cont. de la pag. 21 
şi de credincioasele parohiei cărora le mulţumim şi pe 
această cale. 

Rugăm pe bunul Dumnezeu, la acest ceas de 
aniversare, să-şi reverse toate darurile şi binecuvântările 
Sale peste Parohia Învierea Domnului şi peste bunii ei 
credincioşi, întru lungime de zile, cu har, pace şi 
linişte sufletească. 

La mulţi şi fericiţi ani! 

Ierodiacon Sebastian 


Hramul Parohiei Ortodoxe ... 
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tuturor bunilor noştri credincioşi, pentru buna primire 
şi frumoasa organizare a Hramului Bisericii. 

A doua zi, pe 8 noiembrie, Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a 
slujit Sfânta Liturghie la parohia Sfânta Maria din 
Anaheim, California, păstorită cu multă vrednicie de 
P.C. Părinte Cornel Avramescu, la care au participat: 
P.C. Arhim. Mihail Filimon, Arhim. Nicodim Bibart, 
Preoţii Vasile Părău, Eugen Roşu, Alin Munteanu, 
Gabriel Bulz, lerodiaconul Sebastian şi Ipodiaconul 
Narcis Stoica. La sfârşitul dumnezeiestii Lirturghii, 
Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a oferit Părintelui Cornel, cea 
mai înaltă distincţie bisericească de “Iconom Stavrofor”, 
pentru activitatea rodnică, slujirea devotată a credinţei, 
păstrării credinţei şi tradiţiilor noastre ortodoxe. 

La mulţi şi fericiţi ani, P.C. Părinte Cornel! 

lerodiacon Sebastian 
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